
PAUL’S PRAYER FOR THE PHILIPPIAN CHURCH 

Friday, December 30 

Reading: Philippians 1:1-11 
 

Philippians 1:9  And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10  so 
that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11  filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 

 

Paul had a long history with the church at Philippi. He founded it on his second missionary journey. Paul and 

Silas had travelled from the church in Antioch through Galatia where they picked up Timothy and were directed 

by God to go into Greece for the first time. Philippi was their first stop. It was here that Paul and Silas were 

falsely accused, beaten, and thrown into prison. It was also here that God freed them with an earthquake and 

their jailor was converted (Acts 16). This church had supported Paul faithfully during his ministry and now had 

sent money to aid with his expenses in Rome (4:15-18). This letter is addressed to the pastors (overseers/ 

bishops) and deacons who would read it to the rest of the church. 

 

Paul’s THANKFULNESS for Them (1:3-5): It brought joy to Paul’s heart to remember these believers. He is 

always in prayer for them and thankful that they had shared with him in the spreading of the gospel. How are 

you actively involved in fulfilling Jesus’ Great Commission to “make disciples of all nations”? 

 

Paul’s CONFIDENCE in Them (1:6): Paul is confident that God is working in the believers’ lives. It is God 

who began to work in them when they were saved and will continue to work in them until Christ returns and 

believers are made complete by Him. How do you see God working in your life? Are you living for the Lord 

more today than you were last week? Last month? Last year? 

 

Paul’s LOVE for Them (1:7-8): This church was very dear to Paul. They are in his heart and he greatly longs to 

see them again. They had stood by him in the work of the gospel while he travelled and now that he was in 

chains they had not abandoned him. They were all family in Jesus Christ. Do you enjoy spending time with 

fellow believers? Are there people you share your life and service with that you can honestly say that they are in 

your heart? 

 

Paul’s PRAYER for Them (1:9-11): First, he prays that their love would grow. Real love is not some “mushy” 

emotion but is based on knowledge and understanding. The outcome of real love is the ability to know what is 

right and to live with honesty and integrity in this world. Paul’s second request is that they be “filled with the 

fruits of righteousness.” Paul lists these fruits in Galatians 5:22-23 as the fruit of the Spirit: “Love, joy, peace, 

longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” A believer who is living a life of ever 

increasing love and filled with the fruits of righteousness will bring glory and praise to God. Are you living in 

love? How do you see the fruit of the Spirit growing in your life? 

 

In another one of his letters Paul expresses these thoughts this way: 
 

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 

patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave 

you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.” (Colossians 3:12-14) 

 


