
COMFORT & JOY 

Thursday, December 22 

Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

Isaiah 40:1  Comfort, comfort My people, says your God. 

  

Isaiah 40 begins with a call to comfort God’s people (40:1-2). To “speak tenderly” literally means to speak to the heart. The hearts of 

God’s people would be heavy because their sin had caused their exile to Babylon. God comforts them with the word that their time of 

“hard service” was over. While this promise of comfort did speak to their coming deliverance from Babylon, it had a much wider 

implication for the future. 

 

COMFORT FROM GOD’S FORGIVENESS (40:2). The Bible is clear that human beings cannot atone for their own sins. Yet Isaiah 

says that “her sins are paid for, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.” Who paid for the people’s sins? 

The following verses speak of the coming of God’s glory, whom the gospel of John tells us is Jesus Christ – the Word made flesh 

(John 1:14). They and we can draw comfort from the fact that God provides forgiveness through His Son. 

 

COMFORT FROM GOD’S GLORY (40:3-5). “Prepare the way of the LORD!” The New Testament quotes this passage and applies it 

to John the Baptist. He prepared the way for the coming of Christ who revealed God’s glory. It will be fulfilled in an even greater way 

when Jesus returns “and the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it together.” Take comfort in that “blessed 

hope.” 

 

COMFORT FROM GOD’S WORD (40:6-8). Some of the captive Jews might still question how anyone could free them from the 

power of Babylon! God responds by saying that when compared to Him all human power is like the grass that withers and is blown 

away. Only God’s Word lasts forever and He has promised them deliverance. We can take comfort that all of God’s promises will 

come true! 

 

COMFORT IN GOD’S POWER AND CARE (40:9-11). Isaiah presents two images of God: the mighty Warrior and the loving 

Shepherd. He is both the God of power who rules and rewards. And He is the gentle Shepherd who “gathers the lambs in His arms and 

carries them close to His heart.” What a great picture of comfort! 
 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

the Father of mercies and God of all comfort…”  

(2 Corinthians 1:3 NKJV) 
 

LESSON ONE: “Comfort My People.” The word “comfort” in Hebrew also means to show compassion or kindness to someone. The 

words translated as “speak tenderly” in verse 2 means speak to the heart. The coming of Messiah and the salvation He gives is indeed 

“tidings of comfort and joy.” It should rejoice the heart of all who have accepted Him as Savior. 
 

LESSON TWO: “Like a Shepherd.” Jesus as Shepherd is a favorite image. I love how this verse pictures Him picking us up in His 

arms and carrying us close to His heart. How does this image of “the Good Shepherd” help you understand and love Christ more? 

 


