
BREAKING THE SILENCE 

Thursday, December 1 

Reading: Luke 1:5-25 
 

Luke 1:13  But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will  
bear you a son, and you are to call him John. 14  He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his  
birth, 15  for he will be great in the sight of the Lord.  

 

It had been four hundred years since God had spoken through prophet or revelation in Scripture. From the time 

of Malachi, God had been silent. But God broke His silence by sending the angel Gabriel to an old priest named 

Zechariah. Though he and his wife Elizabeth are “righteous in the sight of God”, they had no children which 

was considered a disgrace by the Jews of the day. 

 

To offer incense in the Temple was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for a priest. While ministering in the Holy 

Place, the angel appears and informs him that he and Elizabeth will have a son who would grow up to prepare 

the people for the coming of the Lord. The angel even used the very words that God had used to close the Old 

Testament Scriptures (compare Luke 1:15-17 with Malachi 4:5-6). 

 

As a priest, Zechariah should have been the first to recognize the word of God and accept the angel’s message. 

But his advanced age and that of his wife causes him to doubt. The angel now identifies himself as Gabriel, a 

name that would be familiar to the old priest from the book of Daniel (Daniel 8-9). He proclaims that Zechariah 

would be unable to speak until God’s promise came true. This would serve as a punishment for Zechariah and a 

sign to the people that something special had happened in the Holy Place for the crowd outside rightly 

concluded that the old priest had seen a vision. This passage began with God breaking His centuries old silence 

and ends with Zechariah silently watching as God’s promise begins to be fulfilled. 

 

LESSON ONE: “How Can I Be Sure of This?” Many times Luke will present people who should have known 

better but don’t! Zechariah should have remembered how God gave Abraham and Sarah a son in their old age. 

He should have known that nothing is impossible with God. But he lets his age and circumstances cause him to 

doubt God’s word. Do the situations and circumstances in your life ever cause you to doubt God’s Word and 

God’s care? How can we overcome this kind of doubt and mistrust in the Lord? 

 

LESSON TWO: “My Words Will Come True at their Appointed Time.” Neither Zechariah’s advanced years 

nor his doubt would hinder the fulfillment of God’s plan. When we fail to believe and respond to God’s will it 

does not stop God’s plan from being accomplished but we will miss the “joy and delight” of being part of God’s 

work. How much better to respond with faith and obedience and see what God can do in and through us! 
 

(We will look at the conclusion of his story next week) 
 

 

 

 
ADVENT READING: Luke 1:26-38 


