
LIVING IN THE IN-BETWEEN pt 2 

Saturday, December 17 

Reading: 1 Peter 1 
 

1 Peter 1:13  Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when  

Jesus Christ is revealed at His coming.  
 

Jesus often told us to “watch” for His coming. This does not mean we are sit back searching the skies. It means 

we are to live our lives in such a way that they show our love for Christ and our yearning for the day when He 

will set everything right. This is our call as we live in the “in-between”. How do we do that? Perhaps our 

Advent candles can help light the way!  

 

HOPE – Mary “treasured all these things in her heart.” She pondered over them (Luke 2:19). They reminded her 

of all God had done in her life and all He would do through her Son Jesus. Hope is a confident assurance that 

God will do what He has promised. Do we treasure the salvation God has given us? Do we ponder how God has 

guided and provided for us through our lives? Remembering what God has done and loving and applying His 

Word to our lives will keep hope alive once the trappings of the holiday are gone. 

 

PREPARATION – When Jesus was born there was no room for Him. He was born out in the cold and laid in an 

animal trough for His crib. Unlike Bethlehem, we need to prepare our hearts for Christ. We need to make room 

and let Him be at home in our lives through worship and obedience. What areas in your life do you need to give 

over the Jesus?  
 

“Jesus replied, ‘Anyone who loves Me will obey My teaching. My Father will love them,  

and We will come to them and make Our home with them” (John 14:23).  
 

JOY - The angel told the shepherds that Jesus’ birth was “good news that will cause great joy for all the 

people.” One reason we may not experience the joy of the Lord in our lives is that we have the wrong 

definition. We think of joy being only about the happy moments of life when everything is going well. 

However, the Bible gives us a different picture. Joy has nothing to do with the circumstances around us. Real 

joy comes from our relationship with the Lord. We have joy as we remember Christ’s First Advent when He 

came to redeem the world. We have joy in celebrating God’s presence with us now. And we have joy in 

anticipating His Second Advent when we will forever be with the Lord. The trials and troubles of life cannot 

defeat the joy that God has given us. “The joy of the Lord is your strength” (Nehemiah 8:10). 

 

PEACE & LOVE – Peace is not the absence of conflict. It is the presence of Christ. True peace can only be 

found in the Prince of Peace. While much of the world is chasing after distractions and “lesser loves”, we seek 

to rediscover our first love, that love that came down at Christmas. “For God so loved the world that He gave 

His only begotten Son…” Are you amazed by God’s love? To truly experience God’s love we cannot keep it to 

ourselves. It has been said, “It is Christmas every time you let God love others through you.”
1
  How have you 

experienced Christmas as God loved you through someone else this week?  How are you letting God love others 

through you? 

 

 

 
1
  https://www.azquotes.com/quote/521556 

 


