
LIVING IN THE IN-BETWEEN pt 1 

Friday, December 16 

Reading: Matthew 2:19-23; Luke 2:51-52 
 

Luke 2:51  Then He went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But His mother treasured all these things in 
her heart. 52  And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. 

 

Have you ever wondered what those who witnessed that first Christmas did after it was all over? I wonder if the 

shepherds ever peeked up at the sky hoping to catch another glimmer of angel light. I wonder if they every 

returned to that manger and wondered when the baby they had worshipped there would finally reveal Himself 

as the Savior the angel had promised. I wonder if the Magi kept searching the sky for another star to follow. I 

wonder if they studied the Old Testament Jewish Scriptures to find out more about this infant King they had 

worshipped in that little house in Bethlehem. 

 

And what about Mary and Joseph? Their life had been filled with angels and dreams sent by God. Now life had 

returned to normal. Other than Jesus’ trip to Jerusalem at 12-years old, all we are told about these first 30 years 

of Jesus’ life is that He “grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man” (Luke 2:52). Contrary to 

legends and movies, there was no boy Jesus performing miracles. Nothing to draw people’s attention to the little 

family in Nazareth. They appeared to be just another normal Jewish family. Jesus grew. He went to school. He 

probably had chores. He had younger brothers and sisters. He learned to be a carpenter and would later take 

over the business to support the family (Mark 6:3). Not until His baptism by John in the Jordan River would 

anyone have guessed that Jesus was different - and no one would have believed He was God - not even His own 

brothers believed until after the Resurrection. 

 

All these people were living in the “in-between.” They were living between the time of Jesus’ birth and the start 

of His public ministry that would end with the cross and an empty tomb. Today, we too are living in the “in-

between.” We are living between Christ’s First Advent and His promised Second Advent. Maybe that’s why we 

get the ‘After Christmas Blues.’ During the Christmas season, we get a little taste of the glory and excitement 

we will experience in full measure when Christ returns. But then the holiday ends and things get back to 

normal. The joy and hope of Christmas fades. 

Just like Christmas is sometimes “hijacked” so that Christ is pushed aside, so our lives can be hijacked by the 

world’s way of thinking. This “Me-first” attitude is the opposite of what God’s Word teaches. We don’t like to 

give up control. But are we really in control anyway? Can we control the weather? Can we control what other 

people do? Can we control the circumstances that swirl around us? The only thing we can really control is how 

we respond to all the things we can’t control!! If we depend on our own wisdom and strength to respond in an 

appropriate way we usually end up in big trouble. 

But what if Christ was the One in control? What if our every action…every attitude… every spoken word 

…every decision was filtered through our relationship with Christ?  What if we view our life, not as our own, 

but belonging to Jesus?   

How can we make this happen in our daily lives? More on this tomorrow.   

 

 


