
A TALE OF TWO KINGS 

Thursday, December 15 

Reading: Matthew 2:13-18 
 

Matthew 2:16  When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the 

boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the 

Magi. 
 

We know a lot about Herod the Great from history outside the Bible. He had been appointed “king of the Jews” 

by Rome in 39 BC and given several Roman legions to secure his power. Herod was known as a great builder. 

He built the port city of Caesarea, several fortress-palaces in Judea, and began the restoration and expansion of 

the Temple in Jerusalem. 

 

However, Herod was a brutal ruler. He began his reign by executing the entire family of the previous ruling 

clan. During his reign he killed one of his own wives and her brother (who happened to be high priest). He also 

killed three of his own sons for suspicion of plotting to take his throne. He ordered the murder of many of his 

supposed rivals. His reputation was such that the Roman Emperor Augustus is quoted as saying, “It’s better to 

be Herod’s pig than his son.” No wonder “all Jerusalem” was concerned when Herod was disturbed over the 

Magi looking for the newborn “king of the Jews” (2:1-3). The events in Matthew took place at the end of 

Herod’s life somewhere around 5 or 4 BC. 

 

Herod was a very shrewd man. He did not let anyone know his true intentions. He slyly gathered information 

from the religious leaders and the Magi to form his plan to get rid of this new threat to his power. When the 

Magi do not return, Herod is furious and goes to ‘plan B.’ He orders the death of all boys 2-years and younger 

in Bethlehem and its vicinity. Why this atrocity is not mentioned outside the Bible is probably because it was 

relatively minor compared to Herod’s other actions. There could not have been more than ten to twenty infant 

boys in Bethlehem at this time. What is that compared with the other murders Herod had ordered! But 

Matthew’s account does fit in perfectly with what we know about Herod’s character and paranoia.  

 

Many people today are like Herod. They will not allow anything or anyone to interfere with their plans, their 

position, their power, their ambition and lifestyle. They are not about to let someone else be King of their lives. 

Like Herod, they may pay Jesus lip-service. They celebrate His birth for their own pleasure. They may even call 

themselves “Christians.” But they don’t want Christ to be King. They won’t accept Jesus if He ‘cramps their 

style.’ They want to be king of their own life!  

 

Look at the contrast of these two kings: Herod and Jesus. One king always wanted his own way. The other King 

always did His Father’s will. One king killed to protect his own power and glory. The other King would die to 

save people from their sin. Who is the king of your life? Yourself or Jesus? 
 

 

 


