
HOW TO BE A WISE MAN 

Wednesday, December 14 

Reading: Matthew 2:7-12 
 

Matthew 2:10  When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11  On coming to the house, they saw the Child with His  

mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped Him. Then they opened their treasures and presented Him with gifts  

of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
 

The Magi have intrigued people for centuries. Who were these strange wise men who suddenly appear in 

Jerusalem and just as quickly disappear? What was the mysterious star they followed and how did they know 

what it meant? We can only guess at the answer to most of these questions. 

 

The Magi were court officials from the Parthian empire (the area of old Babylon and Persia – Iraq & Iran 

today). They were not kings but the counselors of kings. They were men who studied the stars and interpreted 

dreams. They mixed astronomy and astrology to advice their rulers. Six hundred years earlier, the prophet 

Daniel had become the chief of the wise men in Babylon under King Nebuchadnezzar. Thus when these men 

saw ‘the Christmas star’ they determined it meant a new ruler had been born in Israel and so travelled to the 

capital of Jerusalem to worship this new king (Matthew 2:1). 
1
 

 

The star they followed has been explained as a comet, a conjunction of planets, and several other theories. But I 

believe it was the Shekinah glory of God in the sky. His ‘glory cloud’ led the ancient Israelites in the wilderness 

by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. It rested over the Tabernacle as a visible sign of God’s 

presence with His people. So this star was God’s glory pointing the Magi to the place they would find the 

newborn King. 

 

Whoever they were and whatever they followed, the important thing is what they did! (1) They sought to 

worship the new King (2:1). It would be a long journey that would take many months (or years). Yet they 

determined it would be worth it to worship this King. (2) They had great joy (2:9-10). When they see the star 

they are overcome with joy. Apparently they had not seen the star during their long journey and now to see the 

star again and have it lead them to the house (not a stable!) where Jesus was gave them great excitement that 

their long quest was about to be fulfilled. 
2
 (3) They gave their best (2:11). These were not cheap gifts. We often 

assume there were three Magi because of the three gifts, but the Bible never tells us how many there were that 

night. It could have been many more! The point is they did not offer their leftovers in worship. They gave their 

very best! (4) They obeyed God’s command (2:12). In a dream, God warned them not to report back to Herod 

so they returned home by another route. They did not fear disobeying the command of King Herod. They 

realized that obeying the true God was more important. 

 

Are you wise like the Magi? Do put your whole heart into worshipping Christ? Do you give Him your very 

best? Do you obey what God tells you in His Word? Do you have joy in following the Lord? 
 

 
1
  While we can’t know for sure, perhaps the prophecy of Balaam in Numbers 24:17 was the clue that led the Magi to their 

conclusion.  
2
  The Magi found Jesus in a house not in a manger. He is no longer a baby but a young child possibly between 1-2 years old. It would 

take the Magi time to study and learn the stars meaning, gather the necessary supplies, guards, and servants for the trip, and actually 

go the distance of some 2000 miles to Jerusalem.  

 


