
RELIGIOUS…BUT LOST 

Tuesday, December 13 

Reading: Matthew 2:1-6; Luke 2:41-50; John 2:13-25 
 

Matthew 2:4  When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where  
the Messiah was to be born. 5  “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 6  “ ‘But  
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a Ruler  
who will shepherd My people Israel.’” 
 

Epiphany is the day some churches celebrate the visit of the Magi (or wise men) to worship the infant Savior. It 

is traditionally observed on January 6
th

. While the Magi are front and center in Matthew 2, there are other 

people involved in the story who have lessons to teach us. 

 

When King Herod hears that the Magi are looking for a newborn “king of the Jews,” he is greatly disturbed 

(more on this later). He immediately sends for his “Bible experts” to determine where such a king might be 

found. These religious men know exactly where to look. They quote the prophet Micah (5:2, 4) which predicted 

that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem.  

 

What amazes me is that this appears to be the end of their involvement. They did not travel the 5 miles to 

Bethlehem to see if the Messiah had really been born. They simply did not care! They were self-righteous and 

proudly believed they were already right with God. They were OK just the way they were. 

 

About a decade later, this group of religious leaders would be amazed at the wisdom and understanding of a 12-

year old boy who sat listening and asking them questions (Luke 2:46-47). I wonder if any of them took to heart 

young Jesus’ response to Mary and Joseph when He said, “I had to be in My Father’s house.” 

 

Another 20 years would pass before they would again meet Jesus as a grown man. He was using a whip to drive 

the animals and money changers from the Temple courts saying, “Stop turning my Father’s house into a 

market!” (John 2:13-25). They had taken the place of prayer and turned it into a noisy market where no one 

could worship. When the Gospel of John mentions “the Jews” he is not talking about the nation as a whole but 

about the religious leaders who for the most part rejected Jesus. They demanded proof of Jesus’ authority to 

disrupt their business. Jesus’ cryptically points to His death and resurrection as proof but they did not 

understand. These religious leaders would ultimately plot to destroy Jesus. From a human standpoint, they were 

responsible for Jesus’ arrest and death. But God used their unbelief to accomplish His plan of salvation (see 

Acts 2:22-24). These men were very religious - - - but lost! 

 

Religious people are the hardest to reach with the gospel. They say, “I go to church. I’m a good person. I don’t 

do anything really bad. I’m OK just the way I am. Why do I need Jesus?” Jesus said, “I did not come to call the 

righteous, but sinners” (Matthew 9:13). Those who think they are righteous do not see their need for salvation, 

so they simply ignore Jesus. Once we understand that we are sinner, than we can see our need for the Savior. 
 


