
SHEPHERDS’ & ANGELS’ SONG 

Monday, December 12 

Reading: Luke 2:8-12 
 

Luke 2:10  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.  

11  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord. 
 

Every year I look forward to watching ‘A Charlie Brown Christmas’. Poor Charlie Brown is so confused about 

the meaning of Christmas. Then his friend Linus takes center stage and quotes these words from Luke 2. 

Afterward he returns and says, “That’s what Christmas is all about, Charlie Brown.” Simple…Dramatic…and 

surprising that this is being shown on network television! We have heard this story from Luke so often I think 

we easily gloss over the profound message the angel delivered that night. 

 

As is usually the case when an angel appears, his first words are “Do not be afraid.” The message he had for 

these rag-tag shepherds was one of good news and great joy for all people. The angel’s message would remind 

them of the promises of God. The words that “a Savior has been born to you” are reminiscent of Isaiah 9:6 – 

“For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given.” That He was born in “the town of David” fulfilled the prophecy 

of Micah 5:2 where from Bethlehem “out of you will come for Me One who will be ruler over Israel, whose 

origins are from of old, from ancient times.” The mention of David also reminds us of God’s covenant that 

David’s kingdom and throne would be established forever (2 Samuel 7). 

 

The angel gives this newborn Child three titles: 
 

SAVIOR – These shepherds would have understood their need for a Savior. Many of the sheep under their care 

would be used as sin offerings in the nearby Temple of Jerusalem. Through the prophets God had promised a 

Savior would come and that day had finally arrived. In Hebrew, the word for Savior is Yeshua, the Hebrew 

name of Jesus (Jesus is the Greek form of Yeshua).
 

 

MESSIAH – The Hebrew word Messiah and the Greek word Christ mean the same thing – “the anointed one.” 

Kings and priests were anointed to show they were chosen by God to do His work. But God had promised one 

day the ultimate King and Priest would come to redeem His people. 

 

LORD – In this context, the word Lord (kurios) means more than simply master. The Jewish people had a great 

reverence for God. When reading Scripture, they would always replace the name of God (Yahweh) with the 

word Lord (Adonai in Hebrew). Thus when the angel proclaimed the Baby as Lord, he was really saying that He 

was God come in the flesh.  

 

What would have shocked these shepherds the most was that this Savior, Messiah, and Lord would not be found 

in a palace but wrapped in rags and sleeping in a manger! He would not be greeted by royalty or the rich, but by 

poor outcast shepherds. No wonder this first gospel message, this good news, would bring great joy. It was for 

all people! The great message of Christmas is that GOD CAME NEAR to live among us and to die so we could 

spend eternity with Him. No wonder the angelic chorus broke out in “Glory to God in the Highest”! 
 


