
ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 

Sunday, December 11 
 

  [1] Angels we have heard on high    [2] Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
  Sweetly singing o’er the plains    Why your joyous strains prolong? 
  And the mountains in reply    What the gladsome tidings be 
  Echo back their joyous strains    Which inspire your heavenly song? 
              [CHORUS] 
              Glo-----ria - in excelsis Deo 
              Glo-----ria - in excelsis Deo       
         
  [3] Come to Bethlehem and see    [4] See within a manger laid 
  Him whose birth the angels sing    Jesus, Lord of heaven and earth 
  Come, adore on bended knee    Mary, Joseph, lend your aid 
  Christ the Lord, the newborn King    With us sing our Savior’s birth    

  

Although the first version of this song was published in 1855 (possibly 1842?)
1
, its origins are much older. 

“Gloria in excelsis Deo” is Latin for ‘Glory to God in the highest’ – the very words the angels spoke to the 

shepherds on the night of Jesus’ birth. Beginning in the year 130, this chant became part every Christmas Eve 

service and was known as the “Angels Hymn.” A version of this would later be incorporated into the carol. 

 

In 1855, the French carol Les Anges dans nos campagnes (“the angels in our countryside”) was published, but 

there is evidence that this carol was sung for decades before it was printed. No one knows the author of the 

original lyrics. James Chadwick, a Catholic Bishop, would loosely translate this French carol into English in 

1862, changing some of the words here and there to capture the theme of the French original.
2
 It soon became 

very popular and has remained a favorite song of the Christmas season. 

 

The song itself reminds us of the message of the angels and the joy of shepherds recorded in Luke chapter 2. It 

focuses our attention on the Child born in Bethlehem. He is “Christ the Lord, the newborn King.” He is “Jesus, 

“Lord of heaven and earth” and our “Savior.” It invites us to join the angels’ praise and sing “Glory to God in 

the highest” and “adore on bended knee.” Make this Christmas season one of joy and worship as you celebrate 

the birth of the One who came to save us all. 

 

 

 

Listen to ‘Angels We Have Heard On High’ on YouTube @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F6_Ho-5Zbq8 
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