
SAINT NICHOLAS 

Saturday, December 10 
 

Many fanciful stories and legends have been attached to Saint Nicholas or Santa Claus. Clement Moore’s poem, 

‘A Visit from Saint Nicholas’ (1823) is what cemented our image of Santa Claus as a “jolly old elf” delivering 

toys to children at Christmas. But there was an historical Nicholas on whom the legends are based. Most of the 

records of his life and deeds were not recorded until hundreds of years after his death. There are many fantastic 

legends connected with these stories. Below is what many believe are the basic facts of his life as far as we can 

tell. 

 

Nicholas was born somewhere in Asia Minor to a wealthy family around 280 AD. His parents died when he was 

young and he was raised by his uncle in a monastery. Because of his love and devotion to Christ, he gave his 

family’s wealth away to help the poor. He became famous for giving to the poor, especially children. The 

people of Myra (in modern day Turkey) chose him as their bishop when he was only 28 years old. 

 

This was a difficult time for the church. The great persecution under Roman emperor Diocletian was in full 

swing and many church leaders were arrested, tortured, and imprisoned for their faith. It is reported that 

Nicholas was among those who were put in prison but was later released when the new emperor Constantine 

took power and made Christianity the state religion. 

 

In 325 AD, Emperor Constantine called the church leaders together for a council in Nicaea (now Iznik, Turkey). 

Several records point to Nicholas attending this council. It met to resolve several debates that were going on 

within the church - the biggest of which was over the nature of Jesus. A leader named Arius maintained that the 

Father begat the Son and thus there was a time when Christ did not exist. The orthodox view that Jesus is the 

eternal Son of God was represented by a leader named Athanasius. The debate went on for two months. It got so 

heated that one story states that Nicholas rose from his seat and slapped Arius in the face as he defended his 

position. This Council of Nicaea ultimately affirmed what the Bible teaches – that Jesus is the eternal Son of 

God. The Nicene Creed (the basic beliefs of the faith) was one product of this Council.  

 

When we peel back all the myths and legends, we see Nicholas as a dedicated Christian and leader of the church 

who stood for the truth of God’s Word and was compassionate and giving to those in need. Everything a saint 

should be (remember that the biblical definition of a ‘saint’ is someone who has accepted Jesus as their Lord 

and Savior.) 
 

Original version of the Nicene Creed from 325AD 

We believe in one God, the Father almighty 

Maker of heaven and earth / and of all things visible and invisible 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the only-begotten 

Begotten of the Father before all ages 

Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten not made, 

Of one essence with the Father by whom all things were made 

Who for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven 

And was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became man 

And He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate and suffered, and was buried 

And the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; 

And ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father 

And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead 

Whose Kingdom shall have no end. 

And in the Holy Spirit. 

 


