
1 JOHN: THE LOVE TEST 

Wednesday, December 9 

Reading: 1 John 3 
 

1 John 3:16  This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 
down our lives for our brothers. 17  If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but  
has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18  Dear children, let us not love with words or 
tongue but with actions and in truth. 

 

Ask young children what love is and you get a wide range of answers. 
 

"Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a boy puts on shaving cologne and they go out and smell each other." -

-- Karl - age 5 

 

"Love is when you go out to eat and give somebody most of your French fries without making them give you 

any of theirs."  -- Chrissy - age 6 

 

"I think you're supposed to get shot with an arrow or something, but the rest of it isn't supposed to be so painful." 

-- Manuel, age 8 

 

"Love is like an avalanche where you have to run for your life."  -- John, age 9 
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Most adults are confused about what love is too. Many in the world today confuse love with the 

physical act. “Let’s make love,” they will say. Others define love as a mushy emotion that makes 

them feel warm and fuzzy inside. None of these are a proper example of what love is. In 1 John 

3:16, the apostle gives us the perfect definition of real love. Love is sacrifice! 

 

Jesus is the ultimate example of love. Romans 5:8-10 tells us that Christ died for us when we 

were still sinners and enemies of God. Jesus did not love us because we deserved it or because 

we loved Him. He loved us when we still hated Him! Christ-like love then is an act of the will to 

love someone even if they are not “loveable.” 

 

John then brings this “love test” down to a practical level. If we claim to love as Jesus loved, 

then it will be displayed in our actions toward others. If we see people in need and refuse to help 

them when we can, we are showing that the love of God is not in control of our hearts. We all 

feel the sting of 1 John 3:17! We all have had opportunities to show compassion and failed to do 

so. John reminds us that the things we do need to reflect the things we say. If we say we love 

Christ, then we must also love others, especially those who belong to the household of faith. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

How did you do on the “love test?” Does your life reflect the love of Jesus to others? These three 

tests (the sin test, the obedience test, and the love test) will help show us if our faith is genuine or 

if we are just fooling ourselves. We can fool ourselves and others, but we can never fool God. He 

knows our hearts better than we do! Let us be Christians who in every area of our lives display 

the character of Christ. 
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  http://www.rogerknapp.com/inspire/childsdeflove.htm 

   http://www.rinkworks.com/said/kidlove.shtml 

 

 

READ THE NT: Mark 3 


