
THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

Friday, December 10 

Reading: Revelation 7 
 

Revelation 7:13 “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their 

robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore, they are before the throne of God  

and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his 

presence. 16 ‘Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat down on 

them, nor any scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he  

will lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 

I find it very appropriate that lowly shepherds were the first to hear about the Savior’s birth 

(Luke 2).  Even though shepherds sometimes had a bad reputation, the Bible uses the image of a 

shepherd to present the loving care of God for His people.  Jesus even calls Himself “the Good 

Shepherd.”  While shepherds may not have always got along well with people, they were known 

for their devoted care for their flock.  
 

In Revelation, the title applied to Jesus most often is “the Lamb.”  These verses use that title as a 

reminder of the sacrifice the Lamb of God made upon the cross.  But at the end of this chapter, 

Jesus is presented as the Lamb who will be their Shepherd.  For these saints who had come out of 

the Tribulation where they were hunted, imprisoned, and killed, this is a wonderful promise.  No 

longer would they need to run and suffer hunger and thirst.  All the suffering of their earthly life 

is gone as they gather in praise around the heavenly throne. 
 

But these promises are not just for those who suffer in the Tribulation period.  The final promise 

is repeated at the end of Revelation and applied to all believers.  Thus those who trust in Christ 

today can look forward to Christ as our Great Shepherd as well.   
 

There are two phrases that really grab me in this passage.  First, is the promise that “He who sits 

on the throne will spread His tent over them.”  This calls to mind the glory cloud of God that 

rested on the Tabernacle and later the Temple.  It was the visible sign of God’s presence with His 

people.  For all eternity, we will worship and serve bathed in the glory of God’s presence among 

us. 
 

The second phrase appears at the end where it says that “God will wipe away every tear from 

their eyes.”  Like the rest of these promises, this phrase is taken from the Old Testament. 
 

“He will swallow up death forever.  The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will 

remove the disgrace of His people from all the earth.  The Lord has spoken.” (Isaiah 25:8; for the other 

quotations see Isaiah 4:5-6 & 49:10)   
 

All the sin and disgrace from our lives will be completely wiped away so we can stand in the 

presence of the Lord unashamed and rejoicing in His great mercy.  This is the kind of life the 

Good Shepherd would have us live today.  In that great Good Shepherd passage Jesus said, “I am 

come that they may have life, and have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). 
 

 


