
CHRISTMAS: THE PROMISE 

Sunday, December 8 

Reading: Matthew 1:1-2 
 

Matthew 1:1  This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham: 
 

As we move to the New Testament, the gospel of Matthew identifies Jesus’ family line by two 

names: Abraham and David. These two Old Testament men were given incredible promises by 

God and they were fulfilled in Jesus. 

 

Abraham’s story begins in Genesis 11-12. God told him to leave his home and journey to a new 

land. When he obeyed God gave him a wonderful list of promises – a nation, God’s blessing, a 

great name. The last promise was that “all peoples on earth will be blessed through you” 

(Genesis 12:2). This blessing comes through Jesus Christ, a descendant of Abraham, who died 

and rose again to bring salvation to all nations (see Galatians 3:8). 

 

The second man is David. Centuries after Abraham, David was made king over the nation of 

Israel. In 2 Samuel 7, God gives David a wonderful promise. David had wanted to build a house 

(temple) for God. Instead God promised to build a house (a kingly dynasty) for David. God 

promised, “your throne will be established forever.” But because of their disobedience the nation 

was sent into captivity and there has not been a king from David’s line on the throne since. Jesus 

fulfills God’s promise of David’s eternal kingdom. The angel spoke these words to the Virgin 

Mary concerning her Son who would be born: 
 

“He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give Him 

the throne of His father David, and He will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; His 

kingdom will never end.” (Luke 1:32-33) 
 

LESSON ONE: “The Genealogy of Jesus.” Matthew gives us a picture of Jesus’ family tree to 

remind us of the faithfulness of God. Despite many on this list who were wicked and turned 

away from God, the Lord kept His promises to Abraham and David. We can always trust in the 

promises of God! 
 

And this is what He promised us—eternal life. (1 John 2:25) 

 

LESSON TWO: “The Messiah.” The title ‘Christ’ is the Greek translation of the Hebrew word 

Messiah. They both mean “the Anointed One.” In the Old Testament, three groups of people 

were anointed with oil as consecration for their office. These were prophets, priests, and kings. 

Jesus is the only One who fulfilled all three of these roles. He is the ultimate Prophet because not 

only did He declare God’s Word, He was the Word made flesh (John 1). He is the final Priest 

because He offered Himself as the final once-for-all sacrifice for sin to bring us to God (Hebrews 

10). Finally, Jesus is King of kings and Lord of lords. That one word – Messiah or Christ – 

defines who Jesus is and what He has done for us. He is “the Anointed One.”  
 


