
NATIONAL ILLS…AND THE CURE 

Friday, December 7 

Reading: Isaiah 59 
 

Isaiah 59:2  But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face  

from you, so that he will not hear.  
 

Violence seems to be a growing problem. Since the Columbine attack in 1999, there have been 

over 200 school shootings reported. During that same time period, there have been nearly 20 

church shootings
1
 and multiple attacks on other religious centers, including the Jewish 

synagogue in Pittsburgh just last month. Not to mention the many other mass shootings in other 

places.
2  

This has escalated the battle over gun control. They are a reminder that hatred and 

violence are still a major problem in America today. 

 

When Isaiah looked at his society, he too saw violence, deceit, injustice, and self-destructive 

thoughts and actions (59:3-8). The worst part of all this was that no one seemed to care! “No one 

calls for justice; no one pleads his case with integrity” (59:4).  The people were happy living as 

they pleased and did not care about God’s standard or His glory. The people of Judah probably 

wondered why the divine salvation Isaiah had been writing about had not occurred. The 

prophet’s response was that the fault did not rest with God but with the people. God was ready to 

hear and act on their behalf but their refusal to let go of their sinful lifestyle was separating them 

from God (59:1-2). 

 

Isaiah’s description should sound familiar to our ears as well. “Their feet rush to sin…” (59:7). 

“We look for justice, but find none; for deliverance, but it is far away” (59:11). “Truth is 

nowhere to be found, and whoever shuns evil becomes a prey” (59:15). 

 

As in Isaiah’s day, the solution to our nation’s problems does not lie in gun control or other 

government measures. These are really only dealing with the symptoms. The real problem is that 

people’s hearts are in rebellion against God (59:12-13). They are living by their own rules and 

for their own selfish ambitions. The only thing that can solve the problems of our society (or any 

society) is a return to the Lord. Only when people change their hearts can there be a change in 

society. 

 

As Christians, we need to be standing for what God says is right and just. We understand that no 

world government will ever be perfect until Christ returns to set up His kingdom (59:16-22). 

Until that time, we have been called to change our society one life at a time. You may not be able 

to effect great changes in our nation, but you can be used by God to effect great change in the 

lives of individuals around you by bringing them to Christ (59:21). Are you involved in God’s 

life-changing program? 
 

 

 

 

 
1
  https://factsandtrends.net/2018/05/21/how-likely-are-u-s-church-shootings/   

2
  https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/national/mass-shootings-in-america/?utm_term=.c55161997496 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Habakkuk 1-3; Revelation 7 


