
WHERE’S MY HARP? 

Tuesday, December 5 

Reading: Revelation 4 
 

Revelation 5:9  And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because  

you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and people and  

nation. 10  You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.”  

11  Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand  

times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 

 
The popular pictures of heaven look rather boring to me.  The usual picture of winged saints lounging on clouds 

playing harps just does not appeal to me.  It also is in complete opposition to what the Bible tells us about 

heaven.  While the Bible does not tell us much about our eternal home (in fact there is more in the New 

Testament about hell than heaven), it does give us some “sneak peeks” at what we can look forward to.  We will 

not be angels (1 Corinthians 6:3 tells us we will judge angels) nor will we be lounging around doing nothing.  In 

fact, we will have much to do. 

 

Revelation 4 & 5 gives us a picture of the throne room of God.  The four living creatures are cherubim, special 

angels who lead in worship and praise before the throne.  The twenty-four elders represent believers in heaven.  

And what are they doing?  They are falling down in worship.  The rewards and crowns they have received for 

works done in Jesus’ name will be laid with reverence at the feet of Him who alone is worthy of honor and 

praise. 

 

One of the chief activities of heaven will be to worship God.  All eternity will not be enough time to properly 

thank the One who gave us life and provided for our salvation.  Sometimes we get bored with worship here on 

earth.  That is sad!  Since we will spend all eternity in everlasting praise, perhaps we should get our hearts 

straight now and learn the joy of praising the Lord. 

 

In chapter 5:9-11 we hear a new song that is sung by the redeemed in heaven: 

 

"You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because You were slain, and  

with Your blood You purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people  

and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they  

will reign on the earth." 

 

This gives us two more activities that will be prominent in heaven: we will serve the Lord and we will reign 

with Him.  What exactly will this service and ruling involve?  I don’t know.  God did not feel it necessary to tell 

us.  But we know that it will be wonderful and we will enjoy every minute of it.  As with worship, this prospect 

of serving Christ for all eternity should encourage us to serve Him now.  Serving the Lord should not be a 

drudgery but a joy as we realize that we are affecting lives for the kingdom. 

 

There’s an old saying that comes to mind: “Practice makes perfect.”  Let’s get busy “practicing” our worship 

and service until it becomes perfect in the presence of the Lord. 
 


