
JUDE: CONTEND FOR THE FAITH 

Saturday, December 5 

Reading: Jude 1:1-16 
 

Jude 1:3  Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share,  

I felt compelled to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to  

God’s holy people.  
 

2 Peter and Jude have much in common. They have the same theme of the dangers of false 

teachers and share some of the same illustrations and thoughts. Jude is also fond of using 

‘triplets’ – a series of three parallel descriptions to catch the reader’s attention and make the 

letter more memorable. Watch out for these as you read. 

 

AUTHOR: Jude is a shortened form of the name Judas, a popular name in the 1
st
 century because 

of the hero Judas Maccabees. Like the author of the book of James, he is a half-brother of Jesus – 

the son of Mary and Joseph. Though his original intent was to write an uplifting letter about 

salvation, Jude felt compelled to warn them of the dangerous false teachers who were infiltrating 

the church. The date of writing was probably sometime around the same time as 2 Peter – the 

mid-60’s AD. 

 

OUTLINE OF JUDE 

 (1) Christian’s Call to Fight for the Faith  Jude 1:1-4 

 (2) Christian’s Call to Recognize Counterfeits Jude 1:5-16 

 (3) Christian’s Call to Arms    Jude 1:17-25 

 

Jude does not mince words about these “ungodly” false teachers. They “pervert” God’s grace by 

openly living immoral lives thus denying Jesus Christ’s authority over them (1:4). Jude compares 

them to three different Old Testament groups. 

 

REBELLIOUS ISRAEL (1:5): Numbers 14 tells the story of Israel’s rebellion in the wilderness. 

Though God had delivered them from Egypt, defeated their enemies, provided for their needs, 

and given them His law, the people refused to obey God and enter the Promised Land. They had 

lived in Egypt so long that they preferred the “pleasures” of Egypt to the Promised Land of God. 

So many people today would rather live by the world’s standards and reject God’s Word when it 

does not agree with what they want to do. 

 

FALLEN ANGELS (1:6): When Satan rebelled a third of the angels followed him. The angels 

mentioned here must have done something really bad because they are already bound in darkness 

awaiting judgment. It is possible that their great sin is what is described in Genesis 6:1-2 where 

“the sons of God” (angels?) further corrupted humanity by mingling with human women before 

Noah’s flood. They wanted more which drove them to unspeakable rebellion. 

 

SODOM & GOMORRAH (1:7): God’s judgment on these wicked cities (Genesis 19) is 

mentioned in the Bible more than any other judgment. Their perverted sexual lifestyle led God to 

wipe them out with fire and brimstone – a fitting picture of the destiny of all those who rebel 

against God and reject His Word. 

 

Jude urges us to contend for the faith.” The word “contend” is a wrestling term that means to 

strive, struggle, and fight. Our faith is not built on human opinion, current ideas, or superstitions, 

but on the unchangeable truth of God’s Word. We are not just to know God’s Word, we must be 

able to defend it against the attacks of the enemy. 

 
  


