
PEACE ON EARTH 

Wednesday, December 5 

Reading: Isaiah 56:9 – 57:21 
 

Isaiah 57:19  “Peace, peace, to those far and near,” says the LORD. “And I will heal them.”  20  But 

the wicked are like the tossing sea, which cannot rest, whose waves cast up mire and mud. 21  “There  

is no peace,” says my God, “for the wicked.” 
 

At Christmas many people like to focus on the words of the angels to the shepherds. You see 

these words displayed on banners, Christmas cards, and storefronts. “Peace on earth, goodwill 

toward men.” The world longs for peace. They want comfort and security. But by their actions 

they refuse to accept the only One who can bring them peace on earth. 

 

The people in Isaiah’s day were much like us today. They were seeking peace in all the wrong 

places. God and called them to “Come and drink” (55:1), but because of their sins He now calls 

the wild beasts (enemy nations) to “come and devour” (57:9). The leaders and prophets who 

were supposed to guide and warn the people were like blind watchmen and sleeping dogs 

(57:10). They did not see the danger of their sin and did not warn anyone of God’s judgment. 

Isaiah also compares them to hungry dogs and greedy shepherds (57:11-12). Instead of caring for 

the people, they were only in it for themselves and their own pleasure. 

 

Meanwhile, those who were following God were suffering and dying but no one cared. The only 

peace they got on this earth was when they died and found rest in God’s arms (57:1-2). This is 

because the nation had turned to idolatry and the occult. They sneered and stuck their tongues 

out at God (57:3-4). This had led to sexual immorality and they gained strength in their sinning 

(57:5-10). Because God did not judge them immediately they believed they were safe and doing 

good, but God warns that when trouble comes He will not hear their cries and their idols will not 

be able to save them (57:11-13). 

 

Does that sound familiar? In many ways, our nation and many of its leaders are going down the 

same path ancient Israel took. But there is hope! In the concluding verses God promises peace 

for those who will turn to Him. He will clear the road for their return (57:14) and will turn away 

His anger from those who repent (57:15-17). Here we see the paradox of the transcendence and 

nearness of God. Though He lives “in a high and holy place” He is “also with the one who is 

contrite and lowly in spirit.” He is near to those who cry out in faith to “heal them…guide them 

and restore comfort” (57:15, 18). 

 

The wonderful promise of Christ’s coming is “Peace, peace, to those far and near.” This is a 

peace the unbelieving world can never experience. It is a peace that only comes from a heart 

right with God. One that has His praise on their lips and His healing touch on their lives (57:19-

21). 

 

Peace on earth? We can experience God’s peace even in the midst of this world’s trials and 

tribulations. Even when our nation seems to be headed the wrong way. Even when our personal 

lives seem out of control. “The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus…and the God of peace will be with you” (Philp. 4:4-

9 - read this whole passage for more about living in God’s peace). 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Micah 6-7; Revelation 5 


