
“COME, THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS” 

Sunday, December 5 
 

 

Come, Thou long expected Jesus   Born Thy people to deliver, 

Born to set Thy people free;   Born a child and yet a King 

From our fears and sins release us,                     Born to reign in us forever, 

Let us find our rest in Thee.   Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

Israel's strength and consolation,   By Thine own eternal Spirit 

Hope of all the earth Thou art;   Rule in all our hearts alone; 

Dear desire of every nation,     By Thine all sufficient merit, 

Joy of every longing heart.    Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 

 

During his lifetime, Charles Wesley (1707-1788) wrote over 6000 hymns including 18 Christmas songs. 

“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” was first published in 1744 and soon made its way into most every church 

hymnal. But Wesley was not content to just write about the nativity scene. He always wanted us to think deeper 

about what the events of Christmas meant. He wanted us to think about how the advent of Christ applies to our 

lives today. 

 

In “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”, he pictures the longing Israel had for the coming of the Messiah. His 

repetition of the word “born” shows us what He came to do. He was “born to set Thy people free” from fear and 

sin and give us peace, hope, and joy in Him. He was “born a child and yet a King” who was “born to reign in us 

forever.” His kingdom is one of grace and glory.  

 

The final lines are the cry of all the faithful to “rule in all our hearts alone” and “raise us to Thy glorious 

throne;” not because of anything we have done but “by Thine all sufficient merit.” It is the righteousness of 

Christ that provides salvation and an eternal home in heaven for all who believe. 

 
Although we live in a different time than Charles Wesley, the longings of people’s hearts are just as deep. We long for 

security, love, relationships, meaning. To those who open themselves up to its message, this hymn identifies with that 

longing at the deepest levels of our existence. Where there is no longing, there can be little meaning. Hope is central to 

Christian experience. 

 

And where will our longing, our hopeful waiting lead us? Where is the ultimate home of our hope? In the final line Wesley 

takes us there: “Raise us to thy glorious throne.” 
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