
MAKING JESUS SICK 

Monday, December 4 

Reading: Revelation 3 
 

Revelation 3:15  I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other!  

16 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17 You say,  

‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful,  

poor, blind and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and  

white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see.  

19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. 20 Here I am! I stand at the door and  

knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me. 

 

In one little Midwestern town, Miss Jones had the distinction of being the oldest resident in town. So when she 

died, the editor of the local paper wanted to print a little article remembering this dear old lady, except he 

couldn't think of anything to say when he sat down to write the article. Miss Jones had never done anything 

terribly wrong. She had never spent a night in jail or had never been publically intoxicated. On the other hand, 

she had never done anything significant either.  
 

When he spoke to the local funeral director he discovered that he had the same problem.  He did not know what 

to put on Miss Jones tombstone other than her date of birth and death.  Finally the editor decided to go back to 

the office and give the job of writing her obituary to the first reporter he saw.  This happened to be the sports 

editor and so he got the assignment.  So somewhere in some little community in the Midwest there is a 

tombstone which reads:  
 

Here lie the bones of Nancy Jones, 

For her life held no terrors. 

She lived an old maid. She died an old maid. 

No hits, no runs, no errors. 
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Many Christians today could have this epitaph written on their lives as well.  They are Christians (or believe 

they are) but their lives show little evidence of being like Christ.  They blend in with the world and think they 

are OK!  They have never done anything significant for the cause of Christ.  Jesus would call them “lukewarm” 

Christians.  The church of Laodicia had a bad water problem.  They had to pump water in from some distance 

so by the time it reached the city it was warm and all the minerals had come to the surface.  Jesus compared this 

problem to the problem in the hearts of the church.  He basically is saying, “You make me sick!”  They were 

doing nothing for the Lord and thought they had it all together.  The saddest picture is in verse 20 where Jesus 

stands on the outside of His own church asking to come on! 
 

How do you measure up?  Do you measure your life by the world’s standards or by God’s standards?  We 

should be a people who are different, who stand out from the sinful world.  Share the good news!  Help those in 

need!  Use what God has given you to honor and serve Him!  We don’t want to make Jesus sick. 
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