
NOT EXCLUDED 

Wednesday, December 4 

Reading: Isaiah 56:1-8 
 

Isaiah 56:3  Let no foreigner who is bound to the LORD say, “The LORD will surely exclude me  

from his people.” And let no eunuch complain, “I am only a dry tree.”  
 

No one likes to be excluded. From the child who is not chosen (or grudgingly chosen last) in the 

schoolyard pick to the person rejected at the country club because of their social status, exclusion 

is a common occurrence. It happens because of pride or fear or a spirit of superiority. But it 

should not be this way with God’s people. 

 

Isaiah 56 begins with a reminder of how those who have accepted God’s invitation (chapter 55) 

should now act (56:1-2). They are to do what is right, hold on to the Lord, and avoid sin. This 

chapter has a strong emphasis on keeping the Sabbath. Keeping the Sabbath was about more than 

not working on Saturday. It was a sign of God’s covenant relationship with Israel and a state-

ment of trust in God on the part of the worshipper. They could rest on the Sabbath because they 

knew God would take care of them.  

 

But there were still people who might feel excluded. After the invitation to “come” in chapter 55, 

they still felt unwanted and even useless. These were the foreigners and the eunuchs, two groups 

that were looked down on by the Jewish people. Non-Jews (foreigners/Gentiles) were not 

allowed to worship in the Temple unless they first were circumcised and required to obey the 

Law of Moses. Even then they were considered “second-class citizens.”  

 

Eunuchs were also excluded from the community of Israel (Deut. 23:1). Men were made eunuchs 

by Gentile kings in order to ensure the purity of the royal harem they guarded. Others were made 

eunuchs in pagan worship rituals. God forbade these practices and thus they were not allowed to 

enter the sanctuary. 

 

The eunuchs would feel like a “dry tree” because they could not have children and ensure the 

continuation of their family name. But God promised to give them “an everlasting name that will 

endure forever.” God would always remember them and they would have a place in His kingdom 

(56:3-5). Those who could have no family would be welcomed into the family of God. 

 

The foreigners, who were not even allowed to enter the Temple past the Court of the Gentiles, 

would be brought in by God Himself. He would give them joy and accept their offerings and 

sacrifices – something they had never experienced before (56:6-7). God’s kingdom is not just for 

Jews (like many in Israel thought) but was for all those God would gather (56:8). 

 

It is important to notice that these “outcast” groups were accepted not merely because of some 

external action but by their heart attitude. They “choose what pleases Me” (56:4). They “bind 

themselves to the Lord” as His servants and “love the Name of the Lord” (56:6). They hold on in 

faith to God’s promises (56:4, 6). 

 

We all come to Christ the same way – by grace through faith (Eph. 2:8-9). So why do we 

exclude and look down on others? As God’s people, we must see others as He sees them – 

people for whom Christ died. There are no exclusions! 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Micah 4-5; Revelation 4 


