
HOPE: MY EYES HAVE SEEN 

Saturday, December 4 

Reading: Luke 2:22-40 
 

Luke 2:29  “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 30  For my 

eyes have seen your salvation, 
 

The old man had waited all his life for the coming of the Savior. He had been promised by the 

Holy Spirit that he would not die until he saw Him with his own eyes. In God’s timing, Simeon 

enters the Temple court just as the young couple carrying the Baby Jesus entered. His long wait 

was over. Mary and Joseph had come to the Temple to fulfill the requirements of the Law 

(Leviticus 12:1-8). We get an idea of their poverty as they do not offer a lamb for the sacrifice. 

God had made provision for the poor to offer two pigeons instead for this offering.  

 

As the old saint takes the Baby Jesus in his arms, he lifts up a poem of praise. His prophecy 

contains both joy and pathos. 

 

MY EYES HAVE SEEN: Having seen the Savior, Simeon can now die content. Unlike most of 

the Jews in his day, he could really see. He realized that Messiah had come not just for Israel but 

as “a light for revelation to the Gentiles.” He saw the Baby in his arms came to bring salvation 

for all peoples. In this, Simeon echoes the words of Isaiah the prophet who spoke of the 

Messiah’s mission: 
 

“It is too small a thing for you to be My servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I 

have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that My salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.” 

(Isaiah 49:6) 

 

THIS CHILD IS DESTINED: Simeon also saw that this Messiah would not be received by all. 

He would cause many to rise as they followed Him and many would fall because of their 

rejection of Him. It is significant that Simeon speaks of those who would fall first in his list. 

Jesus would be a “sign which will be spoken against.” The opposition to Jesus would end in a 

sword that would pierce Mary’s soul as she watched her Son be rejected and die. 

 

The Jews in Simeon’s day had their own agenda. They were looking for a Messiah who would 

destroy their enemies and set up a kingdom for Israel where they would rule all nations. Simeon 

saw past this to the real reason for Jesus’ coming – the salvation of all people. Sometimes we can 

get caught up in our own agendas and forget about what is really important. Do we see that 

God’s major purpose and commission for His church is to reach all people with the message of 

salvation? Do we get so caught up in our lives and “ministries” that we forget to keep our eyes 

on Jesus? 

 

Simeon saw the controversy that Jesus would bring. He still brings controversy today. We should 

not be surprised when the gospel polarizes society. Jesus said this would happen (Matthew 

10:34-39). Jesus said our response should be to “take up your cross and follow Me” (Matthew 

10:38). Our mission is to proclaim the message and leave the results up to God. We must die to 

our wants and desires and embrace His salvation and call on our lives. Only then can we say with 

old Simeon, “Dismiss your servant in peace.” 
 

 


