
GOD’S RSVP 

Monday, December 3 

Reading: Isaiah 55 
 

Isaiah 55:6  Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 7  Let the wicked 
forsake their ways and the unrighteous their thoughts. Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have  
mercy on them, and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 
 

Ever gotten an RSVP? Most know receiving an RSVP means the person invited should respond 

and let the sender know if they are attending their event. But what do those letters stand for? 

They come from the French phrase “Répondez s'il vous plait” which simply means “Please 

respond.” 
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Isaiah 55 presents God’s great invitation! The prophet has been building chapter by chapter to 

this offer. In chapter 53, he presented the basis for the offer - the sacrifice of Messiah. In chapter 

54, he stressed that God’s forgiveness is possible even though the nation had disobeyed Him. 

Now he records that wonderful word that God holds out to people - COME! 

 

Unlike other invitations, God’s offer is free (55:1-3)! You cannot buy it with money or earn it 

through good works. This makes God’s salvation different from every other religion in the 

world. The religions of the world all place the burden of salvation on the individual. If you’re 

good enough, then maybe you’ll get to heaven.  If you follow the right rules or do the right 

things, you might earn a place in the afterlife. But God’s invitation is “without cost.” 

 

Isaiah presents three steps in responding to God’s invitation (55:6-7). First, we must SEEK the 

Lord. To seek God does not mean that God is lost, but that we are. Seeking is the longing of the 

heart for the presence and fellowship of God in our lives (Jer. 29:13). 

 

To CALL on the Lord is the next step. This is the soul crying out to God.  It is the realization that 

the Lord is the only Source of salvation and strength. Both seeking and calling are “a limited 

time offer.” The invitation only lasts during this lifetime which is fleeting and unpredictable.  

Don’t wait - respond to God now! 

 

Thirdly, Isaiah tells the wicked to “FORSAKE his way.” There must be a change in thinking! 

We must abandon the ways of the world and our own selfish thoughts. The flip side of this 

command is to “TURN to the Lord.” These describe the two sides of repentance. We turn from 

sin and turn to God (1 Thessalonians 1:9). God does not require us to “clean up” our life before 

coming to Him. He calls us to turn to Him and He will have mercy and freely pardon. He will 

clean up our lives when we are dedicated to knowing and following Him. 

 

This kind of “unmerited favor” is hard for the sinful human mind to grasp! It is not the way 

people do things. But God reminds us that His thoughts and His ways are not like ours. He is so 

much greater that we can never fully comprehend Him. But we can be sure that His Word can be 

trusted. It will always accomplish the purpose God has planned (55:8-10). Those who trust in His 

Word will experience joy and peace. God’s blessing will be on their lives not simply to benefit 

them, but to make God’s name great (55:12-13). 
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  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RSVP 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Micah 1-3; Revelation 3 


