
HOPE: BREAKING THE SILENCE 

Friday, December 3 

Reading: Luke 1:1-25; 57-80 
 

Luke 1:68  “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come to his people and redeemed 

them…71  salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us—72  to show mercy to our 

ancestors and to remember his holy covenant, 73  the oath he swore to our father Abraham: 74  to rescue  

us from the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear 75  in holiness and right-

eousness before him all our days. 76  And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you 

will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 77  to give his people the knowledge of salvation 

through the forgiveness of their sins, 78  because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun  

will come to us from heaven 79  to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide  

our feet into the path of peace.” 
 

It had been four hundred years since God had spoken through prophet or revelation in Scripture. 

From the time of Malachi, God had been silent. But God broke His silence by sending the angel 

Gabriel to an old priest named Zechariah. Though he and his wife Elizabeth were “righteous in 

the sight of God”, they had no children which was considered a disgrace by the Jews of the day. 

 

While ministering in the Holy Place, the angel appears and informs Zechariah that he and 

Elizabeth will have a son who would grow up to prepare the people for the coming of the Lord. 

The angel even uses the very words that God had used to close the Old Testament Scriptures 

(compare Luke 1:15-17 with Malachi 4:5-6). As a priest, Zechariah should have been the first to 

recognize the word of God and accept the angel’s message. But he lets his age and circumstances 

cause him to doubt God’s word. The angel now identifies himself as Gabriel, a name that would 

be familiar to the old priest from the book of Daniel (Daniel 8-9). He proclaims that Zechariah 

would be unable to speak until God’s promise came true. Do the situations and circumstances in 

your life ever cause you to doubt God’s Word and God’s care? How can we overcome this kind 

of doubt and mistrust in the Lord? 

 

When John is born, the Lord opens Zechariah’s mouth and he breaks out in praise to God. The 

old priest is no longer in doubt. In fact, he is so sure of God’s promises that he speaks of all this 

in the past tense! God has come to redeem and save His people just as He promised through the 

prophets to fulfill His word to Abraham. To this old priest, the coming of salvation through 

Messiah did not merely mean the rescue and exaltation of Israel above the nations. It meant the 

opportunity to serve God! The salvation found in Jesus Christ not only prepares us for eternity 

but gives purpose to our lives right now. We are to be holy and righteous as we serve the Lord. 

We are to shine His light on those “living in darkness and in the shadow of death.” We are to be 

guides who lead people into “the path of peace.” 

 

Twice Zechariah uses the word “mercy.” This is God reaching down to needy humanity in love. 

It is His showing compassion to those who are undeserving of it. This song ends with the word 

“peace.” Whenever these two words appear in the same passage it is almost always in this order 

– mercy and peace. Mercy is the act of God which results in the peace of God in our hearts. Are 

you experiencing the peace of God in your heart? If not, perhaps you have not fully grasped 

God’s mercy. Meditate on the following verses this week: Ephesians 2:4-6; Hebrews 4:14-16;  

1 Peter 1:3-5. 
 


