
2 PETER: KNOWLEDGE & TRUTH 

Thursday, December 3 

Reading: 2 Peter 1 
 

2 Peter 1:15  And I will make every effort to see that after my departure you will always be able to 

remember these things. 16  For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the  

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 
 

This letter focuses in on defending the faith. The key word is ‘knowledge” (used 9 times). Peter 

is arguing against false teachers who were teaching that (1) there is a secret knowledge that only 

‘special’ people can know, (2) you can know God apart from living a holy life, and (3) the 

Second Coming of Christ is a myth. With persecution on the rise, it would be tempting to follow 

these ‘new ideas’ that blended pagan philosophy with Christen truth. This would allow believers 

to avoid persecution but would ultimately destroy the church. 

 

BACKGROUND: Peter wrote this letter shortly after his first letter. He would soon face his own 

death and wanted to make sure these Christians had a firm foundation in the truth to stand 

against the false teachers’ influence. 

 

OUTLINE OF 2 PETER 

 (1) Reminders of the Truth  2 Peter 1   

 (2) Warnings about the False  2 Peter 2 

 (3) Waiting for Christ’s Coming 2 Peter 3 

 

The people Peter is writing to knew all about myths. They had grown up being taught about the 

gods like Zeus and heroes like Hercules. Peter does not want the gospel of Christ to fall into this 

category. It appears that many people were willing to accept parts of the gospel, but grouped 

truths like the Second Coming of Christ with the myths and fairy tales they had grown up with. 

Peter presents 3 proofs for the reality of the gospel. 

 

First, he recounts his own experience with Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration (1:16-18). He 

had personally seen Jesus’ glory and had heard the voice of God the Father declaring the deity of 

Christ (see Matthew 17, Mark 9, Luke 9). This glimpse of glory was just a taste of what will 

occur when Christ returns.  

 

But Peter presents an even stronger proof for the reliability of the gospel – the authority of 

Scripture itself (1:19). The Old Testament spoke of the return of Messiah. Peter does not want 

people to base their faith solely on personal experiences. He wants them to “pay attention” to 

Scripture which will light their way. 

 

Finally, Peter appeals to the Author of Scripture (1:20-21). The Bible is not a collection of the 

thoughts and ideas of the men who wrote it. The words “carried along” described the wind filling 

the sails of a ship and moving it across the water. God’s Spirit carried the writers of Scripture 

along so that the words they wrote were the very words of God.  

 

Myths may be fun but they are nothing we can base our eternal soul on. We can trust the Word 

of God is completely reliable, infallible, and unshakable. It is the solid foundation we can plant 

our faith on! 
 

  

 

 

READ THE NT: 1 John 5 


