
ADONIJAH’S PLOT 

Monday, December 31 

Reading: 1 Kings 1 
 

1 Kings 1:5  Now Adonijah, whose mother was Haggith, put himself forward and said, “I will be king.”  
So he got chariots and horses ready, with fifty men to run ahead of him. 6  (His father had never rebuked  
him by asking, “Why do you behave as you do?” He was also very handsome and was born next after 
Absalom.) 7  Adonijah conferred with Joab son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest, and they gave him 
their support. 

 

In our devotions this year we are going to follow our WORD OF LIFE devotionals and give 

some added questions and insights to that study. We begin with 1 & 2 Kings – the history of 

God’s people from King Solomon to the fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians (a period of almost 

400 years). 

 

David was old and dying. His eldest remaining son Adonijah took this opportunity to proclaim 

himself king even though he knew that God had chosen his younger brother Solomon to be the 

next king (1 Ki. 1:17, 30; 1 Chron. 22:9-10). He is joined in this rebellion by David’s nephew 

Joab, who is general of his armies, and Abiathar, one of the leading priests at the Tabernacle. 

 

Urged by Solomon’s mother Bathsheba and the prophet Nathan, David takes quick action to 

proclaim Solomon as the rightful king and place him on the throne as God intended.  

 

Though David was a man after God’s own heart, his family was a mess. He had at least eight 

wives and many sons who often fought with one another. His oldest son Amnon raped his 

stepsister and was then killed by her brother Absalom. David’s poor handling of the situation led 

to Absalom rebelling against his father and forcing David to flee Jerusalem for a time. Now 

another of his sons was going against his father’s (and God’s) wishes. 

 

LESSON ONE: Perhaps David was so involved in his duties as king that he neglected to give his 

children the attention and training they needed. As parents, we must not be so involved in work, 

church, or other activities that we let our children go astray. We must be a model to them of 

godly character and teach them how to have a personal relationship with the Lord themselves. 

 

LESSON TWO: Solomon was the son of Bathsheba and David. After her adultery with King 

David and David’s murder of her husband to cover up his sin, you might think that this couple 

could never be part of God’s plan. Yet God’s grace and forgiveness conquers all. David and 

Bathsheba repent and receive God’s forgiveness and their son becomes part of Jesus’ family tree. 

God’s grace can overcome the worst of failures. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Genesis 1-4; Matthew 1 


