
GENESIS 1-11: SURVEY OF BEGINNINGS 

Monday, December 30 

Reading: Genesis 1 
 

Genesis 1:1  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
 

This year we will travel on a survey through the Bible. By year’s end we will have looked at all 

66 books and discussed their importance and major themes. We will begin with a survey of 

GENESIS. 

 

THEME: Genesis is the book of beginnings. It tells of the beginning of the entire universe, the 

beginning of the human race, the beginning of marriage and family, the beginning of sin and 

death, the beginning of the nations, and the beginning of God’s promise to send a Savior. It 

continues with the origin of the nation of Israel traced through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 

(chapters 12-50). 

 

AUTHOR: Moses is the author of the first 5 books of the Old Testament, often called the 

Pentateuch. This comes from two Greek words – ‘penta’ meaning five and ‘teuchos’ meaning 

books. They are also sometimes called the Torah, the Law, or the books of Moses. 

 

OUTLINE OF GENESIS 1-11: covers about 2000 years of history 

 

(1) Creation    Genesis 1-2 

(2) Fall    Genesis 3 

(3) Adam’s Family   Genesis 4-5 

(4) The Flood   Genesis 6-9 

(5) The Nations   Genesis 10-11   

 

The opening chapters of Genesis are some of the most debated passages of Scripture in the world 

today. They fly in the face of the theory of evolution and instead present a God who is in 

complete control and designed a beautiful world where everything has a purpose. They present 

humanity as a special creation of God created to have a relationship with the Creator. 

 

Genesis 1-11 set the stage for the rest of the Bible. It introduces us to at least two major themes 

of Scripture: the effects of sin and the grace of God. These themes are the foundation for the rest 

of God’s revelation to mankind. 

 

Though many in the world today deny that these chapters are historically true, the rest of the 

Bible, including Jesus Himself, will refer back to them as real-life events that teach us much 

about God’s plan and purpose for our lives. We cannot fully understand the rest of the Bible 

without Genesis 1-11! 
 

 

 

 

 

READ THE NT Reading: Matthew 1 


