
BACKGROUND: THREE STRIKES AND YOU’RE OUT 

Wednesday, December 30 

Reading: 1 Samuel 13-15 
 

1 Samuel 15:22  But Samuel replied: “Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as 

in obeying the LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice…  
 

As king, Saul is ruled by his emotions and pride. It is all about Him! These chapters describe the 

‘three strikes” that caused God to reject Saul as king. 

 

STRIKE ONE (13): The Israelites are in a bad situation. The Philistines vastly outnumber Saul’s 

army and have superior weapons. However, we must credit Saul that even knowing these facts 

he is ready to fight God’s enemies. He is simply waiting for Samuel to arrive to ask God’s 

blessing. When he sees the Philistines advancing and his soldiers fleeing, his fear and impatience 

causes him to make the sacrifice to God, an act only a priest was allowed to do. No sooner does 

Saul finish the sacrifice then Samuel shows up as promised. Saul makes his excuses but it is too 

late. He has disobeyed the Lord and now judgment must fall. The kingdom would not pass on to 

Saul’s son. 

 

STRIKE TWO: (14): In another battle, Saul’s son Jonathan trusts God and attacks. In contrast, 

Saul sees the scattering Philistines and instead of waiting for God’s response through the priests 

he decides to attack, not for God’s glory, but so he can avenge himself on his enemies (14:24). It 

is still all about SAUL!!! To punctuate this statement, he makes all his soldiers take a foolish 

oath not to eat anything until evening. This has some terrible consequences. One, it made the 

army weak from hunger and not able to fight as well as they might have (14:29-30). Two, it 

caused the soldiers to sin by eating food that still contained blood (forbidden by the Mosaic Law) 

because they were so starved (14:32-35). The final consequence almost cost Saul his son. Not 

knowing about the oath, Jonathan eats some honey during the battle. When this fact is 

discovered, Saul prepares to kill his son for violating this stupid oath which Jonathan knew 

nothing about! Only the interference of the people saves Jonathan from death. 

 

STRIKE THREE (15): God commands Saul to totally destroy Israel’s longtime enemy – the 

Amalekites. But instead of obeying, Saul and his army leave King Agag alive and save the best 

of the sheep and cattle. To top it off, Saul erects “a monument in his own honor” after only 

partially obeying God’s commands. When Samuel arrived to confront Saul, the king acts as if he 

has done nothing wrong. When confronted, Saul blames the people for this breach in obeying 

God’s word. THEY saved the sheep and cattle to sacrifice to God. But Samuel doesn’t buy it! He 

knows who is responsible and over Saul’s protests reminds the king that obedience is more 

important than any sacrifice.  Without an obedient heart, the sacrifice is meaningless. In fact, it is 

the same as witchcraft and idolatry! Saul’s “I have sinned” is not genuine repentance but only an 

attempt to make himself look good in front of the people. 

 

Saul’s sins resulted from a waning relationship with God. The young man who once had his 

heart changed by God (10:9) had now developed a hard heart through pride. He wanted to do 

things HIS way and not God’s way. He made excuses, blamed others, and pretended to be 

religious when confronted with his sin. Like Saul, our lives go “downhill” when our spiritual life 

starts to slide. Saul wanted God’s blessing but he was not willing to wait for God’s timing and do 

it God’s way. How is your spiritual relationship with the Lord?  Is it growing stronger, declining, 

or stagnant?  What can you do to make it better? 
 
 
 

READ THE BIBLE: Genesis 9-12; Matthew 3 


