
HOPE: FOR THOSE IN DARKNESS 

Thursday, December 2 

Reading: Isaiah 9:1-7 
 

Isaiah 9:2  The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep 

darkness a light has dawned…6  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will  

be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince  

of Peace. 
 

It was a dark period in Israel’s history! After the reigns of King David and King Solomon the 

nation was split by civil war and for centuries there was constant tension between the northern 

and southern kingdoms. On the international scene, the Assyrian Empire was conquering its way 

through the Middle East. In Jerusalem, a wicked king named Ahaz sat on the throne. He had 

deserted the worship of God and turned to idols instead. Now his nation was being threatened 

with invasion from an alliance of Syria and the northern kingdom of Israel.  

 

Into this dark time, God sent the prophet Isaiah with words of hope for His people. He describes 

Israel as “people walking in darkness” (9:2). The end of Isaiah 8 describes how the people had 

turned to the occult instead of turning to God. 
 

“Distressed and hungry, they will roam through the land; when they are famished, they will become enraged  

and, looking upward, will curse their king and their God. Then they will look toward the earth and see only 

distress and darkness and fearful gloom, and they will be thrust into utter darkness” (8:21-22) 
 

Instead of turning to God they shake their fists in His face. Instead of seeking His will and way 

they “look toward the earth” – to human resources to fix their world. They believed that they 

could end the darkness through their own efforts. But the more they looked to earthly answers to 

the darkness the worse it got! 

 

But Isaiah had good news: a light was coming! The lands of Zebulun and Naphtali were the 

northern most point of the Promised Land. They were often “humbled” as they were the first 

ones to be attacked by invading armies. But Isaiah prophesies that this area (“Galilee of the 

nations”) will be the first on whom God’s light will dawn (9:1-5). Some seven hundred years 

later, Jesus would grow up in Galilee and much of His time was spent ministering to this area. 

 

Isaiah follows by describing Messiah the Light with a wonderful series of names (9:6-7). “For to 

us a child is born” means He is fully human. But He is also fully God, “the son [that] is given.” 

He is fully capable for the “government will be on His shoulders”. As the “Wonderful 

Counselor” He is all-knowing! As “Mighty God” He is all-powerful! “The Everlasting Father” 

shows that He is eternal. And unlike Ahaz who brought war, Messiah is the “Prince of Peace.” 

He is the eternal King destined to rule on David’s throne. His coming is sure because God 

Himself “will accomplish this.” 

 

The world today is as dark as ever! But the light has already come! It is our task to shine Christ’s 

light into our dark world – exposing the evil of sin and the need to accept the Savior. Jesus Christ 

is fully able to meet every need, forgive every sin, and shine His marvelous light into dark hearts 

bringing them into His kingdom of light. 
 
 

 

 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Jonah 1-2; Revelation 5 


