
FINAL INVITATION 

Friday, December 29 

Reading: Revelation 22 
 

Revelation 22:17  The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say, “Come!” Let the one who  

is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life…20  He who testifies to these things 

 says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Joseph Hart (1712-1768) was raised in a Christian home that taught him the gospel and encouraged him to 

praise God.  He struggled with the idea of doing good works and eventually came to believe that he did not have 

to live a good life in order to be saved.  Believing in God was enough. A well-educated and respected teacher, 

Hart went so far as to attack the preaching of evangelist John Wesley in a pamphlet.  In his own words, he said 

he had become a “loose backslider, an audacious apostate, and a bold-faced rebel.” 

 

Then, in 1757 at the age of 45, Joseph Hart had a real conversion experience. On Easter Sunday, the message of 

Jesus’ agony in the garden made him realize that Christ’s sufferings had been for him! After much soul 

searching, he gave his heart and life to Christ. During the following two years, Hart wrote many hymns that 

showed his commitment to Christ.
1
  One of these has become very popular in many hymnbooks: 

 

Come, ye sinners, poor and needy / Weak and wounded, sick and sore; 

Jesus ready stands to save you / Full of pity, love and pow’r. 
 

Come, ye thirsty, come, and welcome / God’s free bounty glorify; 

True belief and true repentance / Every grace that brings you nigh. 
 

Come, ye weary, heavy-laden / Lost and ruined by the fall; 

If you tarry till you’re better / You will never come at all. 
 

It is very appropriate that one of the last words of the Bible is an invitation to “Come!”  The message of 

Scripture is an invitation for sinners to turn to the Savior. In Revelation 22:17, the Spirit is the first One who 

calls people to come. It is through His conviction and drawing that people accept Christ’s free invitation. 

 

Next it is “the bride” who offers the invitation to come to Christ.  In Revelation, the bride always refers to the 

Church.  It is one of the major purposes of the Church to share the gospel and invite people to come to the 

Savior. 

 

Finally, it is “whoever is thirsty” that is called to come. The gospel should be like water to a thirsty soul. With 

David, we should declare, “O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my body 

longs for you, in a dry and weary land where there is no water” (Psalm 63:1). This longing in our soul should 

also drive us to share the Water of Life to other thirsty souls in need.  “Even so, Come Lord Jesus!” 
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