
JUDE: THE STAIN OF FALSE TEACHERS 

Saturday, December 28 

Reading: Jude 1:11-16 
 

Jude 1:11  Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed for profit into Balaam’s error; 

they have been destroyed in Korah’s rebellion.  
 

Jude continues to describe false teachers by using more biblical examples. The story of Cain is 

found in Genesis 4. While his brother Abel brought an acceptable sacrifice to God, Cain’s 

offering was rejected. Abel brought his best. Cain just brought what he wanted. His heart attitude 

was wrong and led to him murdering his brother. The “way of Cain” is the way of a self-serving, 

unrepentant heart. 

 

We read about Balaam in Numbers 22-25. He was a prophet whom the king of Moab hired to 

curse the people of Israel as Moses led them toward the Promised Land. His plan was to do 

whatever it took to get the riches he was promised. However, God prevented Balaam from 

cursing Israel for when he opened his mouth only blessings came out. But Balaam will not give 

up. He instructs the heathen king in how to corrupt the Israelites with their pagan practices and 

thus God would have to punish them Himself. “Balaam’s error” is in using ministry in pursuit of 

greed and profit. 

 

Korah’s rebellion is found in Numbers 16. Korah was a Levite who led a revolt against the 

authority of Moses and Aaron. Serving God in the Tabernacle was not enough. He wanted more 

power. God quickly crushed this rebellion when the earth opened up and swallowed its leaders. 

They discovered that speaking against the authority of God’s chosen leaders was really speaking 

against God Himself.   

 

Jude compares these false teachers to corruption at the “love feasts” where the church 

fellowshipped together and shared in Communion. He then describes their useless condition by 

pointing to objects in nature that appear to have promise of good things but in the end deliver 

nothing. 

 

He puts the “final nail in the coffin” by a quotation from Enoch. This quote is not found in the 

Bible but was likely passed down through oral tradition like the story of Moses’ body had been. 

The repetition of the word “ungodly” in this quotation seals the false teachers’ doom. God will 

judge them for their ungodly actions and words.  

 

LESSON ONE: “Woe To Them.” How do we spot false teachers? Jude’s letter gives us clues to 

point them out: 

1. They change God’s Word to suit their own purposes (1:4). 

2. They oppose or speak callously about spiritual things (1:8-10). 

3. They “minister” with the wrong attitude, for money, and for power (1:11) 

4.  They care about what the church can do for them, not what they can do for God (1:12) 

5. They grumble and complain and always find fault in others instead of looking at their own 

heart (1:16). 

6. They follow their own desires instead of seeking God’s will (1:16). 

7. They boast about themselves and use flattery to take advantage of others (1:16). 

 

May we be vigilant to recognize and expose false teaching in our churches. 
 


