
THE LIFE OF DAVID 

Monday, December 28 

Reading: Judges 2 
 

Acts 13:22  After removing Saul, he made David their king. God testified concerning him: ‘I have found 

David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.’  
 

BACKGROUND: After the death of Joshua and his generation, the Israelites were caught in a 

vicious cycle. They would turn away from God to worship the idols of the nations around them. 

As punishment God would send an enemy nation to oppress His people until they called out to 

God for help. Then He would send a judge to deliver them from their oppressors. Then there 

would be peace for a time until the people once again turned away from God and the cycle 

started all over again. 

 

The last judge was the prophet Samuel (1 Samuel 1-7). The enemy nation oppressing Israel at 

this time is the Philistines who control the coastal region along the Mediterranean Sea. There 

were constant skirmishes between Israel and the Philistines. God would use Samuel to bring a 

temporary lull in the conflict. But this situation finally led the Israelites to demand a king. It is in 

this environment that David was born into the large family of Jesse of Bethlehem. 

 

For purposes of this study we will divide David’s life into several parts: 

 

   (1)  Background: Prophet Samuel  1 Samuel 1-7 

   (2)  Background: King Saul   1 Samuel 8-15 

   (2)  David the Shepherd   1 Samuel 16-17      

(3)  David the Warrior   1 Samuel 18-20 

(4)  David the Outlaw   1 Samuel 21 – 2 Samuel 1 

(5)  David the King    2 Samuel 2 – 1 Kings 2 

 - Years of Prosperity (2 Samuel 2-10) 

 - Turning Point (2 Samuel 11-12) 

 - Years of Decline (2 Samuel 13 – 1 Kings 2)    

   

David is one of the most famous heroes of the Bible. Even people who never go to church often 

know about the battle between David and Goliath. We know more about David’s life than almost 

any other person in Scripture. We read of the highs and lows of his life. Of his successes and his 

failures. Of his faith in God and of his great sins against the Lord.  

 

Several times the Bible calls David “a man after God’s own heart.” Despite failing and falling 

into sin at times, David always repented and returned to the Lord. His faith in the midst of 

struggle is seen clearly in the psalms he wrote. As we study the life of this great man we will also 

look at his psalms and what he learned from his experiences. 

 

Would God be able to call you a man or woman after His own heart? In the midst of struggles 

and failures do you turn to the Lord for strength and forgiveness? 
 

 

 

 

READ THE BIBLE: Genesis 1-4; Matthew 1 


