
REVELATION 10-22: NOT HOME YET 

Sunday, December 27 

Reading: Revelation 21-22 
 

Revelation 21:3  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now  

among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them 

and be their God. 4  ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or 

crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 
 

Henry Morrison and his wife had been missionaries in Africa for 40 years. Now because of poor 

health they were returning to retirement in the United States. The boat on which they travelled 

also carried President Theodore Roosevelt, who had spent three weeks hunting in Africa. When 

they arrived in New York harbor a large crowd of reporters and onlookers gathered, the band 

played, and banners flew saying “Welcome home!” The exuberant crowds cheered as President 

Roosevelt came down the gangplank, got into the waiting car, and drove away. By the time the 

weary missionaries departed the boat the crowds had left and no one was there to greet them.  

After all the years of faithful service to the Lord, it seemed that no one cared. Dejected, Morrison 

and his wife went to the little one bedroom apartment supplied by their mission board. Henry had 

a hard time getting over the difference between how he and the President had been received upon 

coming home. He poured out his complaint to God and in his heart he heard God’s reply: “But, 

Henry. You are not home yet.” 

 

I would love to have seen the “welcome home” Morrison and his wife received in Heaven as 

thousands of African believers greeted them and they were embraced by Christ Himself. The 

Bible does not describe Heaven in great detail, but here at the end of the Bible we get a little 

glimpse of our eternal home. The greatest feature of Heaven is dwelling in the presence of God. 

This thought alone should make us long for our eternal home. John is also clear in these passages 

that no sin will ever contaminate Heaven. If God let everyone in (as some people like to believe) 

Heaven would be no different than this present sin-stained world. But only those who have had 

their sins washed in the blood of the Lamb will experience the joys of the home Jesus has 

prepared for those who love Him (cf. John 14:1-6). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Sometimes we as believers can feel unappreciated and forgotten. The hatred of the world for 

our faith can wear us down and depress us. But like Henry Morrison, when these feelings 

overtake us we need to remember - We’re not Home yet! 

 

2. It is very appropriate that one of the last words of the Bible is an invitation to “Come!” The 

message of Scripture is an invitation for sinners to turn to the Savior. In Revelation 22:17, the 

Spirit is the first One who calls people to come. It is through His conviction and drawing that 

people accept Christ’s free invitation. Next comes “the bride” – the church. It. is one of the 

major purposes of the church to share the gospel and invite people to come to the Savior. 

Finally, it is “whoever is thirsty” that is called to come. The gospel should be like water to a 

thirsty soul. This longing in our soul should also drive us to share the Water of Life with 

other thirsty souls in need. “Even so, Come Lord Jesus!” 
 

 


