
DARK SIDE OF CHRISTMAS 

Wednesday, December 26 

Reading: Matthew 2 
 

Matthew 2:17  Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 18  “A voice is  
heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to  
be comforted, because they are no more.” 
 

We usually think of Christmas as a time of joy. We picture the joy of the shepherds returning to 

their sheep with the praise of God on their lips. We look at the wonder of Mary and Joseph at the 

little Miracle born that night. We bow in worship with the wise men before the Christ Child. 

While all this is true, there is also a darker, sadder side to the Christmas story. 

 

Herod the Great was a paranoid man. He had already killed several of his sons, one of his wives, 

and anyone else who he thought was a threat to his power. Upon the neglect of the wise men to 

return to him with news, Herod flies into a jealous rage. In an attempt to eliminate this perceived 

threat to his throne, he sends soldiers to Bethlehem to kill all the baby boys 2-years and younger. 

Matthew relates the ensuing weeping to a prophecy found in Jeremiah 31:15. Jeremiah wrote this 

to mourn the slaughter of children by the godless Babylonian army in 586 BC. Now more Jewish 

babies were being slaughtered by a godless king. The patriarch Jacob’s wife Rachel was often 

seen as “the mother of Israel” and her tomb was near Bethlehem, so she is pictured as weeping 

for the children’s deaths. The cries of the mothers of Bethlehem over the senseless loss of their 

children give a grieving tone to our merry view of the first Christmas.   

 

While Christmas is a time of joy, for many there is sorrow mixed into the celebration.  Last year 

I experienced this firsthand. My mother passed away shortly after Thanksgiving and so we had 

our first holiday without her. While we celebrated the fact that she was now with Jesus and no 

longer in pain, Christmas was not the same. There was an empty place where Mom usually sat. It 

was a mixture of tears and joy. 

 

Many families can relate to our experience. Christmas is a time for families and it makes it more 

difficult when part of the family is no longer there. We grieve like those mothers of Bethlehem 

over the loved one that is no longer with us. 

 

But the message of Christmas can give us peace in dark times. The coming of the Savior gives us 

hope. If our loved one trusted in Christ, we will see them again. Jesus said, “Because I live, you 

will live also” (Jn. 14:19). He made this promise right after assuring us of the place He was 

going to prepare and that He would return to take us to be there with Him (John 14:1-3). 

 

Are you grieving the loss of a loved one? That’s good!  Grieving is essential to the healing 

process. But as believers we do not grieve as those who have no hope (1 Thess. 4:13-18). We 

have Jesus’ promise of a grand reunion because we belong to His family.  So take comfort and 

encourage one another with these words. 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Revelation 21 


