
JUDE: CONFRONTING THE ENEMY 

Friday, December 27 

Reading: Jude 1:8-10 
 

Jude 1:9  But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil about the body of  

Moses, did not himself dare to condemn him for slander but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 
 

Jude continues to show why false teachers are ripe for God’s judgment. The “dreams” here 

indicate that they taught they had a special message from God that was more important than the 

Scriptures. Like the people of Sodom, they “pollute their own bodies” believing any lifestyle 

they want to live is OK. Like the Israelites rejected Moses and Aaron, they “reject authority” and 

chose to live to please only themselves. And like the fallen angels, they “heap abuse on celestial 

beings.” This means the false teachers reject God and scoff at the idea of angels and demons. 

 

To illustrate his point, Jude cites a story that is not recorded in the Bible, but would be known to 

his readers from ‘The Assumption of Moses,’ a popular book at the time. While this book is not 

inspired Scripture, I believe that in this instance it records a real event that was passed down in 

Jewish oral tradition. The Holy Spirit then inspired Jude to include it in his letter. 

 

In the story, God sends the archangel Michael to bury the body of Moses. However, he is 

confronted by Satan who claims to have ownership of Moses’ body because Moses had 

committed murder. In response, God’s mightiest angel does not rely on his own power and 

authority to combat the devil. Instead, he simply says, ‘The Lord rebuke you!’ Michael respected 

Satan’s power and trusted God to thwart his evil scheme. 

 

Jude’s point is that these false teachers are foolish to speak against God and His messengers. 

True believers trust in God’s strength to oppose the enemy. To challenge the demonic forces in 

your own power (like the false teachers were doing) will only lead to disaster. 

 

LESSON TWO: “Pollute Their Own Bodies.” We live in a culture that says, ‘Do whatever you 

want to do.’ Alternate lifestyles and selfish attitudes have become ‘normal.’ The prophets issued 

a strong warning to people who live only for themselves and flaunt their sinful ways in God’s 

face.  
 

Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter 

for sweet and sweet for bitter. Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and clever in their own sight.” 

(Isaiah 5:20-21) 
 

May we pray for our nation to return to the ways of God. 

 

LESSON: “Disputing with the Devil.” There are many in the world today who reject the idea of 

demons and the supernatural. They view them as old superstitions that don’t belong in our 

modern scientific age. Others see demons everywhere. If you are sick or have a bad hair day – 

it’s a demon! They see demons under every rock and behind every tree. These people go around 

rebuking and casting demons out of everyone and everything. Both extremes are wrong and 

dangerous. The Bible gives us some clear instructions on how to deal with the enemy. (1) Know 

the enemy’s schemes – 2 Corinthians 2:11, (2) Be alert – 1 Peter 5:8, (3) Stand your ground – 

James 4:7, (4) Rely on God’s power - Ephesians 6:10-11. 
 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Malachi 3-4; Revelation 22 


