
THE ‘WHY’ OF CHRISTMAS 

Monday, December 27 

Reading: Hebrews 10 
 

Hebrews 10:5  Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: “Sacrifice and offering you did not 

desire, but a body you prepared for me; 6  with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased.  

7  Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll— I have come to do your will, my God.’ ” 

 

Here is a scene of the Christmas story we do not see pictured in paintings and Christmas cards. 

Using the text of Psalm 40:6-8, Hebrews 10:5-7 presents the scene in heaven as Jesus prepares to 

come to earth to be born as a man. What was Jesus’ purpose in coming to earth? What is the 

‘WHY’ of the Incarnation? 

 

TO SOLVE OUR SIN PROBLEM – “Sacrifices and offering You did not desire…” The Old 

Testament system of animal sacrifices was meant to show people the terrible price of sin. But it 

was never meant to solve the problem. The blood of those animals could never take away sin 

(10:1-4; 11). They merely reminded the people over and over again that they were sinners in 

need of a Savior. Jesus became a man to be the final perfect sacrifice (10:12-14). 

 

TO SOLVE OUR OBEDIENCE PROBLEM – “I have come to do Your will…” Ever since 

Adam and Eve disobeyed in the garden mankind has had a disobedience problem. Why was God 

not pleased with the old system of animal sacrifices? Because it could not change people’s 

hearts. The Jews got to a point where they were only going through the motions. They were still 

offering the sacrifices but they no longer meant anything. It got so bad that God told them: 
 

Isaiah 1:11  “The multitude of your sacrifices— what are they to Me?” says the LORD. “I have more than 

enough of burnt offerings, of rams and the fat of fattened animals; I have no pleasure in the blood of bulls and 

lambs and goats. 12  When you come to appear before Me, who has asked this of you, this trampling of My 

courts? 13  Stop bringing meaningless offerings! Your incense is detestable to Me. New Moons, Sabbaths and 

convocations— I cannot bear your worthless assemblies.” 
 

God did not forgive their sins because of the blood of bulls and goats. He forgave those who 

offered their sacrifices in obedience to Him and with faith in His promise of a coming Redeemer. 

The animals that were sacrificed had no choice. They had no moral connection to the one 

offering the sacrifice. They could never truly represent people before God. They could never 

really take the punishment that we deserve! But Jesus came in full obedience to the Father’s will. 

When He left the halls of eternity to become a man He knew exactly where it would lead - it 

would lead to the cross. This was the Father’s will and Jesus willingly accepted and rejoiced in 

it, bringing us salvation and the ultimate example of obedience. 

 

The closing verses of this passage (10:19-39) tell us how we should respond to the ‘WHY’ of 

Christmas. What should we be doing since Jesus came to deal with our sin and obedience 

problems? Read these verses carefully and put them into practice in your life today. 
 


