
MARY’S OBEDIENT HEART 

Wednesday, December 26 

Reading: Luke 2:19-52 
 

Luke 2:19  But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 
 

Sometimes we Protestants go too far!  In our desire to not venerate Mary we instead ignore her 

or downplay her role in Jesus’ life. Both extremes are bad and place Mary in a position she does 

not deserve. When we read Luke 1 & 2, we see Mary as a humble, faithful, courageous girl. She 

accepts her role as mother of the Savior even though she knows it will probably cause her much 

grief in her small community (You know how small towns love to gossip!). Still, her response is 

one of obedience and joy as she sings praises to God for choosing her (Luke 1:46-56). 

 

We see three different scenes from Mary’s life in chapter 2 of Luke. First, is the birth of Jesus in 

Bethlehem - not in some palace or fancy hotel, but in a manger where smelly animals come to 

eat. The only visitors that night were poor shepherds who had seen angels who told them of the 

birth of their Savior. 

 

Next, we see Mary and Joseph presenting Jesus in the Temple. There they are confronted by old 

Simeon who has been promised he would not die before seeing the promised Messiah. Taking 

the baby Jesus, he praises God for the salvation he holds in his arms. He also warns that Jesus’ 

ministry would be accepted by some and opposed by others. Lastly, he warns that a sword would 

pierce Mary’s soul. 

 

The last scene occurs twelve years later when Mary and Joseph take Jesus to Jerusalem for 

Passover. Thinking he is with friends or family they accidently leave Him behind.  After a frantic 

three day search they find the boy Jesus conversing with the teachers in the Temple. Mary 

reprimands Jesus by saying, “Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” Jesus 

response revealed that He knew His identity as God’s Son by this point - “Didn’t you know I had 

to be in My Father’s house?”   

 

The phrase that best describes Mary through these events is found in Luke 2:19: “But Mary 

treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart” (see also 2:51). From the birth 

announcement by Gabriel to the shepherds’ vision of angels, the strange prophecy of Simeon to 

her amazement over the 12-year old boy in the Temple, Mary pondered over the incredible 

things God was doing in her life and the life of her family. She reflected on what it all meant and 

on the future salvation her Son would bring. 

 

Do we take time to treasure and ponder over the things God has done in our life?  Or do we take 

God’s work in us for granted? 

 

The role God called Mary to play was not an easy one. It was full of dangers, heartaches, and 

rejection from friends and family who did not believe in Jesus. Yet Mary’s response was “I am 

the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come true” (Luke 1:38 NLT). Is this 

our response when God calls us to do something for Him? 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Revelation 20 


