
JUDE: CONTEND FOR THE FAITH 

Thursday, December 26 

Reading: Jude 1:1-7 
 

Jude 1:3  Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt 
compelled to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s  
holy people.  

 

Jude (like James) was the son of Joseph and Mary, thus a half-brother of Jesus. But he preferred 

to refer to himself as “a servant of Jesus Christ.” He originally wanted to write an uplifting letter 

about the salvation they shared, but was compelled instead to warn them about false teachers 

who “have secretly slipped in among you.” 

 

Jude does not mince words about these “ungodly people.” They “pervert” God’s grace by openly 

living immoral lives thus denying Jesus Christ’s authority over their lives. Jude compares them 

to three different Old Testament groups. 

 

REBELLIOUS ISRAEL (1:5): Numbers 14 tells the story of Israel’s rebellion in the wilderness. 

Though God had delivered them from Egypt, defeated their enemies, provided for their needs, 

and given them His law, the people refused to obey God and enter the Promised Land. They had 

lived in Egypt so long that they preferred the “pleasures” of Egypt to the Promised Land of God. 

So many people today would rather live by the world’s standards and reject God’s Word when it 

does not agree with what they want to do. 

 

FALLEN ANGELS (1:6): When Satan rebelled a third of the angels followed him. The angels 

mentioned her must have done something really bad because they are already bound in darkness 

awaiting judgment. It is possible that their great sin is what is discussed in Genesis 6:1-2 where 

“the sons of God” (angels?) further corrupted humanity by mingling with human women before 

Noah’s flood. They wanted more which drove them to unspeakable rebellion. 

 

SODOM & GOMORRAH (1:7): God’s judgment on these wicked cities (Genesis 19) is 

mentioned in the Bible more than any other judgment. Their perverted sexual lifestyle led God to 

wipe them out with fire and brimstone – a fitting picture of the destiny of all those who rebel 

against God and reject His Word. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Contend For The Faith.” The word “contend” is a wrestling term that means to 

strive, struggle, and fight. The “faith” is the teachings of God’s Word. Our faith is not built on 

human opinion, current ideas, or superstitions. God’s Word was given “once for all.” It is God’s 

final, unchangeable truth given to us. We are not just to know God’s Word, we must be able to 

defend it against the attacks of the enemy. The word “delivered” means to entrust or pass on. 

God’s Word has been passed down through the centuries by a long line of faithful men and 

women. Men and women have given their lives so that we might have the Bible today. We today 

are to continue this chain and “deliver” God’s Word to the next generation (see 2 Timothy 1:14; 

2 Timothy 2:2). 

 

LESSON TWO: “Ungodly People.” There have always been people in the church who are not 

true followers of Jesus Christ. But Jude makes it clear that their judgment is sure. We need to 

know the truth of God’s Word so we can spot the lies of Satan and fight against their influence in 

the world. 
 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Malachi 1-2; Revelation 21 


