
CLEAN UP YOUR ACT 

Monday, December 25 

Reading: Revelation 18 
 

Revelation 18:4  Then I heard another voice from heaven say: “ ‘Come out of her, my people,’ so that 

you will not share in her sins, so that you will not receive any of her plagues; 5  for her sins are piled up 

to heaven, and God has remembered her crimes. 
 

“Cleanliness is next to godliness.” This phrase was coined by evangelist John Wesley around 

1791. While this quote never appears in the Bible, the thought behind it does.  The Jewish law 

stressed the importance of “clean and unclean.” There were certain foods that were unclean. 

Certain actions and illnesses could also make one unclean, like touching a dead body or having 

leprosy. There were also prescribed ritual cleansings and washings to make a person “clean” 

again. In the New Testament, Jesus explained the real purpose behind these rituals. It had 

nothing to do with merely keeping your outsides clean. It was a reminder to keep your heart 

clean (cf. Matt. 23:25-28).   

 

This is the reminder that John gives to believers in the Tribulation period.  They need to keep 

themselves clean and separated from the world.  This is not a new command for believers (cf. 

Isaiah 52:11; 2 Cor. 6:17).  God has always required His people to be different from the 

unbelieving world.  We are to shine out as lights, not blend in like chameleons. 

 

The warning in Revelation has two interesting features.  First, believers are instructed to live 

separated lives “so that you will not share in her sins.”  How often do we realize that the closer 

we live to the world the more likely we are to share in its evil and sin.  In the James Dean classic 

1955 movie Rebel Without a Cause, two teenagers play a game of “chickie run.”  The game 

consists of the two boys simultaneously driving their stolen cars off the edge of a cliff, jumping 

out at the last possible moment. The boy who jumps out first is “chicken” and loses.  The scene 

ends in a deadly catastrophe.  Sadly, this is how Christians sometimes handle sin.  They try to get 

as close to the edge of temptation as they can without “going over.”  God would much rather we 

stay as far away from the edge of the cliff as possible!  Then there is little chance of sharing in 

the world’s sin. 

 

Second, God wants us to live separated lives “so that you will not receive any of her plagues.”  

When believers are too closely linked with the world they can get caught up in God’s judgment.  

Sin always has consequences.  When we live like the world instead of like children of God those 

consequences can fall on us as well.  Though true believers cannot lose their salvation, the 

chastening of the Lord, the physical results of sin, and the loss of one’s spiritual testimony are 

very real. 

 

Are you involved in your own version of a sin “chickie run?”  God has called us to be holy for 

He is holy (1 Peter 1:15-16).  We are to be imitators of Christ.  As the New Year approaches, 

maybe it is time for us to clean up our act! 
 

 

 


