
REVELATION 10-22: FALLEN EMPIRES & A SCARLET HARLOT 

Friday, December 25 

Reading: Revelation 17-18 
 

Revelation 6:9  When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain 

because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. 10  They called out in a loud voice, “How 

long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?” 
 

Revelation 17-18 describes the fall of Antichrist’s kingdom called Babylon. First RELIGIOUS 

Babylon is represented by a “great prostitute (17:1-8; 15-18). This one-world religion will be 

used by Satan and Antichrist to control the world and persecute the true people of God. When it 

is no longer useful Antichrist himself will destroy it. 

 

The seven heads on the beast represent POLITICAL Babylon (17:9-17). Satan has worked 

through past kingdoms to accomplish his plans. Mountains and kings are often used to represent 

entire empires. Here the seven heads of the beast (and the kings and hills) stand for the empires 

that have persecuted God’s people through the ages. “Five have fallen” – these are the kingdoms 

of Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, and Greece. “One is” – when John wrote this, Rome was in 

power. Each of these empires were the great power in their day and they all persecuted God’s 

people. “The other has not yet come” – this is speaking of Antichrist and his kingdom. Notice 

again John tells us his kingdom will last only a “little while” (7 years to be exact) and that he is 

“going to destruction.” He will lead a 10-nation confederation (ten horns) who give their power 

and authority to Antichrist to wage war against Christ.  

 

The fall of ECONOMIC Babylon is described in a series of ‘woes’ (18:1-23). There will be great 

mourning as Satan’s kingdom is ultimately destroyed by Christ at His Second Coming. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Unlike these kings who are merely Antichrist’s henchmen, those who return with Christ are 

“His called, chosen, and faithful followers” (17:14). This is a description of the saved 

returning with Christ. We are CALLED. It is the Holy Spirit who calls us to salvation (John 

6:44). God calls us to a holy life (2 Timothy 1:9) and calls us to His eternal glory in Christ 

Jesus (1 Peter 5:10). We are CHOSEN. God chose us because of His grace and mercy, not 

because of anything we have done. We were chosen to be “holy and blameless” and “for the 

praise of His glory” (Ephesians 1:4-14). We are FAITHFUL. We can be faithful only 

because of the Holy Spirit’s work in our hearts. He works God’s will in our lives so one day 

we will hear, “Well done, good and faithful servant. Enter into the joy of your Lord” 

(Matthew 25:21). Are you living as a child of the victorious King of kings and Lord of lords? 

 

2. Revelation 18:4-5 warn believers not to associate with Antichrist and his evil kingdom. It is 

doomed for destruction and believers should not share in its sins. Just as he has in the past, 

Satan uses worldly kingdoms, false religions, and economic pressures to control mankind. 

We should be aware of his tactics and be ready to stand for the truth and shun the sins in our 

world today. 

 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

 

 
READ THE NT: Mark 15-16 


