
LOVE: BORN TO DIE 

Friday, December 24 

Reading: Romans 5:1-11 
 

Romans 5:6  You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  
7  Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly  
dare to die. 8  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died  
for us. 

 

This is not a normal ‘Christmas’ passage. But it does tell us the whole reason for the incarnation. 

Jesus became a man so that He could die for our sins.  
 

“Here is a side of the Christmas story that isn’t often told: those soft little hands, fashioned by the Holy Spirit in 

Mary’s womb, were made so that nails might be driven through them. Those baby feet, pink and unable to walk, 

would one day walk up a dusty hill to be nailed to a cross. That sweet infant’s head with sparkling eyes and 

eager mouth was formed so that someday men might force a crown of thorns onto it. That tender body, warm 

and soft, wrapped in swaddling clothes, would one day be ripped open by a spear. Jesus was born to die.” 
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This should by no means put a damper on our Christmas celebration. In fact, it should remind us 

of the reason we celebrate in the first place! Without the cross, the baby in the manger would be 

a tragedy. Just another ‘homeless’ baby born into a dark and cruel world. But that Baby was God 

Himself, come in the flesh to save us. He grew up, lived the perfect life we could never live and 

died on the cross paying the debt of sin we could never pay! Then He rose from dead proving He 

was God and that His offer of salvation is real for all who believe. That is why we celebrate 

Christmas! 

 

Romans 5 tells us because we have been justified (i.e. declared righteous) through faith in Christ, 

we now have the peace and grace of God. When we were powerless to save ourselves, “Christ 

died for the ungodly.” We have hope and can persevere in sufferings because God demonstrated 

His love by sending His Son to die for us “while we were still sinners.” Though we were His 

enemies because of our sin, Christ has brought God and man together (reconciliation) and has 

saved us from the wrath of God. 

 

This Christmas as we celebrate the Babe in the manger let us not forget the cross where the Lord 

Jesus proved His love for us and provided salvation through His blood 
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READ THRU THE BIBLE: Haggai 3-4; Revelation 21-22 


