
LOVE: LIFE OF LOVE 

Thursday, December 23 

Reading: 1 John 3-4 
 

1 John 3:1  See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! 

 And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  
 

The little letter of 1 John is all about love. The word is used over 50 times! What impact should 

the love of God have on our lives? 

 

AMAZEMENT (3:1-2) – The Apostle John marvels at the great love of God and that He would 

actually call us His children. And while we are His children now, when Christ returns He will 

finish the job He has begun in our lives and “we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He 

is.”  

 

OBEDIENCE (3:3-10) – Because we are God’s children we should reflect His character and 

purify ourselves, “just as He is pure.” The reason Jesus came was to “take away our sins” (3:5) 

and “destroy the devil’s work” (3:8). Thus we are to live right and love one another. Though we 

all fail from time to time, a child of God cannot live a constant lifestyle of sin. 

 

LOVE (3:11-17) – We know what love is because “Jesus Christ laid down His life for us” (3:16) 

and we are to follow His example. We should not merely talk about love but do something about 

it. We need to put God’s love into practice. 

 

LIVE (4:7-21) – Living out God’s love is evidence that we are His children. It is also a testimony 

to the world of God’s love. No one has seen God but they can see God shining through our lives 

when we share His love. True love is shown by telling the world about the Savior through the 

power of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.   
 

“One who has been touched by grace will no longer look on those who stray as "those evil people" or "those 

poor people who need our help." Nor must we search for signs of "loveworthiness." Grace teaches us that God 

loves because of who God is, not because of who we are.” 
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To live for God is to love as God loves.  

 

Christmas is often called “the season of love.” These chapters make it clear that it was love that 

brought Jesus down from heaven to be our Savior. And “we love because He first loved us” 

(4:19). What evidence is there in your life that you are a child of God? How do you recognize 

His love flowing through you? Can the world see God’s love through the life you live? 
 

 

 

 

 

 
1
  Philip Yancey. What’s So Amazing About Grace? quoted @ https://gracequotes.com/category/philip-yancey/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Haggai 1-2; Revelation 20 


