
THE ULTIMATE VICTOR 

Friday, December 22 

Reading: Revelation 17 
 

Revelation 17:12  “The ten horns you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but who 

for one hour will receive authority as kings along  

with the beast. 13  They have one purpose and will give their power and authority to the beast. 14  They 

will wage war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will  

triumph over them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with him will be his called, chosen 

and faithful followers.” 

 

Throughout this middle portion of Revelation we have seen the workings and seeming victories 

of Satan and his false Christ.  They have warred with the saints and won (for a time).  The image 

of a harlot riding this beast (a picture of the Antichrist’s false religion) and the confederacy of 

nations that will join him in his war against God add to this depressing scene.  Can Satan really 

achieve ultimate victory?  The answer, of course, is NO! 
 

Today, the world’s system controlled by Satan is also trying to war against God.  Christmas is a 

prime example of this.  The world has buried the real meaning of Christmas under a lot of excess 

baggage about talking snowmen, Santa Clauses, family fun, and commercial advertising.  While 

these things may be fun, they tend to lure the world away from what Christmas really means.  It 

is the coming into the world of the “Lord of lords and King of kings” as a tiny baby, born to die!  

Satan would love to bury this message under a lot of wrapping paper and bows and for many 

people he will succeed.  I sometimes feel like Charlie Brown in the classic TV special “A Charlie 

Brown Christmas.”  He is depressed over the commercialization of Christmas.  His spirits are 

renewed however when Linus steps to center stage and recites the Christmas story from Luke 2.  

His closing words to Charlie (and us) are “That’s what Christmas is all about.” 
 

As John presents the Babe of Christmas, now coming as the conquering King, he also describes 

those who are with Him.  These terms can only apply to those of us who have been saved.  First, 

we are “called.”  Without the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, no one could be saved (John 

6:44).  It is God who has “called us to a holy life” (2 Tim. 1:9) and has “called us to His eternal 

glory in Christ Jesus” (1 Peter 5:10). 
 

Second, John says we are “chosen.”  This word means chosen for a purpose.  “For He chose us in 

Him before the creation of world to be holy and blameless in His sight” (Eph. 1:4).  It is a 

comfort to know that God’s choosing us for salvation has nothing to do with our good works or 

worthiness.  If this were true, none of us would be saved.  He chose us because of His grace and 

mercy that we “might be for the praise of His glory” (Eph. 1:4-14). 
 

Third, those who follow Christ are “faithful.”  This too is a result of the Spirit’s work in our 

hearts.  We can be faithful only when we allow the Spirit to work His will in our lives.  Then one 

day we will hear the Master’s words, “Well done, good and faithful servant.  Enter into the joy of 

your Lord” (Matt. 25:21). 
 

Are you living as a child of the victorious King of kings and Lord of lords? 
 


