
REVELATION 10-22: THE UNHOLY TRINITY 

Tuesday, December 22 

Reading: Revelation 12-13 
 

Revelation 13:4  People worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and they  

also worshiped the beast and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who can wage war against it?”  
 

Revelation 11 concludes with the sounding of the 7th Trumpet and the rejoicing of heaven 

because God’s “end game” is put in motion. God is getting ready to answer the centuries old 

prayer, “Your kingdom come!” In Revelation 12 & 13 we are introduced to the “unholy Trinity.”  

 

SATAN the Dragon (12:1-17): Chapter 12 tells us of his past rebellion in heaven (12:3a) and his 

persecution of Israel (the woman) to try and stop the coming of Christ (12:1-4). This attempt 

failed when Christ died, rose again, ascended to heaven (12:5). But Satan is not through. Verses 

6-17 tell us of a future war where Satan is finally kicked out of heaven for good. This defeat 

enrages Satan and he takes it out on Israel.  However, God will supernaturally protect His people 

for these last 3 ½ years (1260 days). This “time of Jacob’s trouble” is described in other Bible 

passages as well (Jeremiah 30:7; Daniel 12:1; Matthew 24:21-22). 

 

ANTICHRIST the Beast from the Sea (13:1-10): We often call this beast from the sea the 

Antichrist. His goal is not only to oppose Christ but to replace Him. He is Satan’s ultimate 

counterfeit, even imitating the death and resurrection of Christ to deceive the nations. All people 

will see him as their savoir and worship him and Satan who gives him his power. He is even 

allowed to slander God and conquer God’s people for a time. 

 

FALSE PROPHET the Beast from the Earth (13:11-18): Just as the role of the Holy Spirit is to 

point people to Christ, so this false prophet will point people to Antichrist. He will use the power 

given him to force people to worship the Antichrist. He will also set up the “mark of the beast” 

that will give this evil trio control over the economy of the world and force people to either 

accept Antichrist’s rule or starve. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. “The Great Dragon Was Hurled Down.” Today Satan still has access to the throne of God to 

accuse believers (12:10; Job 1-2). But in the middle of the final 7-year Tribulation, God will 

cast Satan out of heaven for good. This chapter refers to the enemy as the devil (meaning 

slanderer/accuser) and Satan (meaning adversary). He is a fallen angel with great power. But 

John tells us how to defeat him. “They triumphed over him by the blood of the Lamb and the 

word of their testimony” (12:11). Do you have victory over Satan in your life? What areas of 

temptation do you need the Holy Spirit to help you defeat? Remember – Because of the 

cross, Satan is a defeated foe! 

 

2. “People Worshipped the Dragon.” This has always been Satan’s goal – to have people 

worship Him instead of God. Satan does not come at us with unattractive temptations. He is 

deceptive. The author of Hebrews calls them “the passing pleasures of sin” (Hebrews 11:25). 

Satan will attack us at our weak points and make his temptations appealing. They may even 

seem good and right, but in the end, they will lead to destruction. Can you spot Satan’s 

deceptions? How do we keep our eyes on God’s truth instead of Satan’s lies? 

 

READ THE NT: Mark 12 


