
THIEF IN THE NIGHT 
Thursday, December 21 

Reading: Revelation 16 
 

Revelation 16:15  “Look, I come like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake and remains clothed, so as not  
to go naked and be shamefully exposed.”  

 

There is an urban legend about some clever thieves that has been around for years.  One version states that a 

couple returns home to find their barbecue missing.  The next day it mysteriously reappears with the following 

note: “We’re sorry we borrowed your barbecue without permission.  We had company over and our tank ran out 

of gas.  Please accept these concert tickets to make up for the inconvenience.”  The unsuspecting couple happily 

goes to the concert only to return home and find that their house has been cleaned out by the robbers while they 

were away. 

 

Revelation 16:15 is not the first time Jesus’ return is described in terms as “a thief” (cf. Matt. 24:42-44; 1 Thess. 

5:2-4; 2 Peter 3:10).  This pictures Christ’s return as sudden and unexpected.  It is a warning for people to be 

watchful and prepared.  To be seen naked in public, especially in Jewish culture, was shameful.  Captives were 

stripped naked by their enemies as were those convicted of harlotry.  The Romans crucified criminals naked to 

add to their shame.  

 

Jesus pronounces a special blessing on those during the Tribulation period who do not walk around in spiritual 

nakedness by following Antichrist and living by the world’s standards.  Instead, they are clothed with the 

righteousness of Christ and are alert and looking for His return.  The fast approaching confrontation of 

Armageddon has no dread for them for they belong to Christ. 

 

Today, we too are to be “looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 

Christ” (Titus 2:13).  His return to take His Church home could happen at any moment.  What do we need to do 

to be ready? 

 

First, we must accept the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  Only then will we be clothed with the 

righteousness of Christ.  Second, we need to be living in light of His coming.  That means we do not follow the 

patterns and values of this world.  We live for the Savior.  We think, say, and do what Christ would.  Looking 

for the blessed hope means holy living in the here and now lest He return and find us living for ourselves 

instead of for Him! 

 

Unlike the unsuspecting couple in the urban legend, we can be prepared for the “Divine Thief” when He comes.  

He will “steal away” all those who have prepared themselves by accepting Him as their Lord and Savior.  Have 

you done this?  And if you have, are you living in light of His coming? 

 
 


