
REVELATION 10-22:OF BOOKS AND LAMPS 

Monday, December 21 

Reading: Revelation 10-11 
 

Revelation 11:3  And I will appoint my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in 

sackcloth.” 4  They are “the two olive trees” and the two lampstands, and “they stand before the Lord of  

the earth.” 
 

The visions of judgment John has seen have worn him down. In Revelation 10, John is told to eat 

a book, something both Jeremiah (15:16) and Ezekiel (2:9 – 3:4) had been commanded to do 

centuries before. It is a picture of “digesting” God’s Word and making it part of us. It tasted 

bitter to John because these were words of judgment, but also sweet because these judgments 

would bring about the ultimate triumph of God. After this feasting on God’s Word, John is now 

ready to “prophesy again.” 

 

John is next told to measure the Temple. This is a symbolic act declaring God’s claim on the 

Temple and those who worship there. God is saying that though Antichrist has defiled the 

Temple, the Lord will preserve a remnant of Israel through the Tribulation. 

 

The rest of the chapter focuses on two witnesses that will preach during the first half of the 

Tribulation period. God gives them supernatural ability to protect themselves and do wonders 

confirming their message. At the end of this time, Antichrist (the beast) will kill them and their 

bodies will be displayed in the streets of Jerusalem. The world will celebrate and rejoice over 

their deaths for 3 ½ days. But then God will raise them from the dead and the world will watch in 

terror as they ascend to heaven. This is followed by an earthquake that destroys a tenth of 

Jerusalem. At these events, many of the Jews will give “glory to the God of heaven” – a phrase 

that always means true faith in the book of Revelation. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER:  

1. “Take It and Eat It.” When we eat food it is digested and the nutrients become a part of us. 

They give us the strength we need to be healthy and grow. And so it is with the Word of God. 

Before we can be a witness to others, we must first make God’s Word a part of us. It must be 

as essential to our spiritual lives as food is to our physical lives. John’s experience should be 

no stranger to believers who study, apply, and teach the Bible today. God’s Word brings joy 

and comfort to the heart of the believer, but can also bring sorrow over friends and family 

who are lost. The bitterness of conviction over sin will lead to the joy of forgiveness and 

restored fellowship with God. How is your spiritual diet? Are you feasting or starving? 

 

2. “The Two Olive Trees and the Two Lampstands Stand Before the Lord of the Earth.” This 

image describing the two witnesses is taken directly from Zechariah 4. In that passage, God 

is encouraging the high priest Joshua and Governor Zerubbabel in their work of rebuilding 

the temple after the Babylonian exile. God pictures them as lamps connected to a continuous 

supply of oil coming from two olive trees. In this vision, we see clearly that this power for 

doing God’s work comes from the Holy Spirit (Zechariah 4:6). The same will be true of the 

two witnesses in Revelation. The same is true of us today. Are you being powered by the 

Holy Spirit? Are you led by Him or by your own faulty human ability? 

 

 
READ THE NT: Mark 11 


