
LISTEN ONCE…AND REPEAT 

Friday, December 21 

Reading: Isaiah 66:14-24 
 

Isaiah 66:18  “And I, because of what they have planned and done, am about to come and gather  

the people of all nations and languages, and they will come and see my glory.  
 

The story is told of a new pastor who preached the same sermon the first four weeks of his ministry. The 

people were getting concerned that maybe he did not have another sermon. The deacons asked if they 

could have a few minutes after the fourth time hearing the same sermon. They asked the pastor: “We are 

concerned that you keep preaching the same sermon every Sunday. Could you preach something 

different?” The pastor replied with a smile, “I will preach another sermon as soon as the church has 

obeyed what was taught in the first one.” 

 

Repetition is an important tool for learning. One seminary student observed, “People need repetition. 

About the time you get tired of saying it, they’re starting to hear it.” 
1
 The prophet Isaiah knew this truth 

well. He closes His book by repeating four of the themes He has focused much attention on throughout 

His writing. 

 

1. GOD’S JUDGMENT AGAINST SIN (66:14-17): From the heathen nations to Israel itself, 

Isaiah has pronounced God’s judgment on sinners. Here it comes to its ultimate crescendo with 

multiple references to fire. The Hebrew word translated “fury” also means ‘heat.’ 2 Peter 3:10-

12 speak of the earth being destroyed by fire and heat. Revelation 19:20 refers to the final 

destination of the wicked as a “fiery lake of burning sulfur.” Sin has a terrible price! 

 

2. GOD’S MESSAGE SENT OUT (66:18-19): Several times Isaiah has spoken of gathering the 

nations to see God’s glory (e.g., 2:1-4; 11:10; 45:22-23). But now he adds that God will send 

messengers to “proclaim His glory among the nations.” This anticipates the Great Commission 

where Jesus told His followers to “Go and make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:19-20). 

 

3. GOD’S BLESSING OF THE NATIONS (66:20-23): As these new Gentile believers flow into 

the land God will “select some of them also to be priests and Levites.” That Gentiles would 

serve God in this way would be a shock to the Jews. But in the new heavens and new earth “all 

mankind will come and bow before Me,” says the Lord. Jews and Gentiles alike will worship 

and serve in the weekly Sabbaths and festivals before the Lord. 

 

4. GOD’S REPEATED WARNING TO THE WICKED (66:24): Isaiah 66:24 is not a pretty 

picture on which to end a book! It pictures the victorious believers looking out on the 

destruction of those who opposed God. Jesus quoted these verses when He spoke about the fires 

of hell (Mark 9:48). The “good news” of God’s salvation is so good because the bad news is so 

bad! This final warning should do two things: (1) It should remind the wicked of sin’s price and 

bring them to repentance and (2) It should make believers appreciate God’s gift of salvation 

greater and deeper. 

 

Have you taken God’s repetition to heart? Have you obeyed the first time…or do you need to hear it 

again? 
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THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Malachi 3-4; Revelation 17 


