
REVELATION 1-9: PRAYER AND JUDGMENT 

Sunday, December 20 

Reading: Revelation 8-9 
 

Revelation 8:2  And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them. 

3  Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense to offer, 

with the prayers of all God’s people, on the golden altar in front of the throne. 4  The smoke of the incense, 

together with the prayers of God’s people, went up before God from the angel’s hand. 
 

Revelation 8-9 describes God’s terrible judgment on the earth during the Tribulation period with 

the sounding of seven trumpets. But before He begins, the prayers of the saints are collected and 

offered up in worship. Then the angel takes fire from the altar where these prayers were offered 

and hurls it to the earth. This is a clear picture that the judgment of God is in direct response to 

the prayers of His people.  

 

This act is followed by the sounding of the seven trumpets that bring terror and devastation on 

the world. At the end, we see a description of humanity’s reaction to God’s judgment. Never do 

they turn to God in repentance. They always continue to do their own thing and shake their fists 

at God (see also Revelation 16:9-11). The old human nature does not change! 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Prayer is one of the great mysteries of the Christian life. Can the requests of finite people 

really affect the all-knowing, all-powerful God of the universe? The answer is YES! God 

would not stress the importance of prayer over and over again in Scripture if it were not 

important. The Bible repeatedly promises that God hears the prayers of His people. 

Evangelist D. L. Moody was right when he said, “He who kneels the most, stands the best.”
1  

We may not understand all the mysteries of prayer, but that should only encourage us to keep 

on praying. God is listening! 

 

2. Unsaved humanity always puts themselves first. This is opposite of how Christians are to 

think. 
 

Philippians 2:3  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others  

better than yourselves. 4  Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the  

interests of others. 5  Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6  Who, being in very  

nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7  but made himself nothing, 

taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8  And being found in appearance  

as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! 
 

In these verses, Paul gives us his “Christmas story.” Jesus left the glory and praise of heaven 

to become a man. He was born into this world for the purpose of dying on the cross in our 

place. This was the ultimate humiliation and show of humility. He put US first! That is the 

attitude that we as Christians are to emulate. We are to put others before ourselves.   
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