
VICTORY DANCE 

Wednesday, December 20 

Reading: Revelation 15 
 

Revelation 15:2  And I saw what looked like a sea of glass glowing with fire and, standing beside the sea, those who  

had been victorious over the beast and its image and over the number of its name. They held harps given them by God  

3  and sang the song of God’s servant Moses and of the Lamb: “Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. 

Just and true are your ways, King of the nations. 4  Who will not fear you, Lord, and bring glory to your name? For you 

alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.” 

 

The “victory dance” has become a usual site in American football stadiums.  After a touchdown run, the 

receiver will perform a “dance” to celebrate.  This show of sometimes over-the-top enthusiasm forced the NFL 

and NCAA to give penalties for “excessive celebration” starting in 2006.  There is a 15-yard penalty and fines 

for any celebration the referees deem taunting or unsportsmanlike.  Some of these restrictions have been lifted 

in recent years. 
 

The heavenly scene in Revelation 15 might be called a “victory dance” of sorts.  It describes events that occur 

in the last few months of the Tribulation when God’s final wrath is poured out on a rebellious world led by 

Satan’s antichrist.  In chapter 13, we read that the beast was “given power to make war against the saints and to 

conquer them” (13:7).  However, in reality, it is they who have been “victorious over the beast.”  They had not 

followed him like the rest of the world but had remained faithful to Jesus Christ, even though many of them 

died for their faith.   
 

They sing the “song of Moses” (see Exodus 15) and the “song of the Lamb (Revelation 15:3-4).  Both these 

songs celebrate God’s power to save His people and judge His enemies.  These acts are “just and true” and 

bring “glory to [His] name.”   
 

Why aren’t Christians today penalized for “excessive celebration?”  For the most part, the world thinks of 

followers of Jesus Christ as “stick-in-the-muds.”  Christians are viewed as people who look like they have 

sucked on sour persimmons and wouldn’t dare crack a smile for fear their face might break! We are viewed as 

joyless people who hate everything. 
 

Now I am not suggesting that Christians should go around with “Cheshire cat” grins and dance through life.  

But I find it curious that one of the most often mentioned distinctives of the Christian life is “joy.”  It is second 

in the list of the Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22).  Jesus’ desire was that our “joy may be full” (John 16:24; 

17:13).  Paul prays that “the God of hope may fill you will joy and peace in believing” (Romans 15:13).  The 

Bible tells us that “the joy of the Lord is your strength” (Nehemiah 8:10). 
 

Yes, there is time for sorrow over sin and grief over lost loved ones.  A time for serious thinking and focused 

service.  But behind all this, let us not forget that our lives should be filled with joy when we remember what 

Christ has done for us.  As the angels told the shepherds, the gospel is “good news of great joy that will be for 

all the people” (Luke 2:10).  Let’s put the joy back into our service for Christ.  If these who lose their lives for 

Christ in the Tribulation can celebrate, how much more should we! 
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  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Touchdown_celebration 


