
THE BIRTH THAT CHANGED THE WORLD 

Wednesday, December 20 

Reading: Luke 2:8-20 
 

Luke 2:10  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.  
11  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord. 12  This will be a sign to you: You 
will find a Baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 

Until recently, you would see an A.D. after the date on official documents and in history books. This is an 

abbreviation for the Latin term Anno Domini, which means “in the year of our Lord.” When Pope Gregory XIII 

ordered a revision of the Julian calendar in 1582, it was decided to start with the birth of Christ. Thus, any date 

before Christ’s birth was labeled B.C. - “before Christ.” (By the way, the monks who calculated this were at 

least 4 years off!). 1  Recently it has become popular to replace these terms with B.C.E. and C.E. (“before the 

common era” and “common era”). However, when does this “common era” begin? At the determined date for 

Jesus’ birth! The starting point did not change, just the name for it!  

 

The birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus are the turning point of history. Secular society may try to 

change the terms we use to measure history, but the influence of that one solitary life cannot be erased. The 

greatest news in history was first reported not to the rich and powerful, but to lowly shepherds.  

 

The angel’s message has become so familiar to us that we often miss the shock and amazement it must have 

brought to those poor shepherds. The long-awaited Messiah (Christ) had come! The Savior had arrived! The 

word “Lord” was used in the synagogue as a substitute for the name of God (Yahweh/Jehovah) when reading 

the Scriptures. The Jews deemed God’s name too holy to even say out loud! The shepherds would have heard 

the angel’s message as proclaiming that this baby was God Himself!  

 

What must have truly boggled these shepherds’ minds was the fact that God would come in such a humble way! 

The Savior of the world was lying in a cattle trough! The Creator of the universe was wrapped in rags! The 

scene is meant to remind us of the grace and humility of Christ.  
 

2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich,  

yet for your sakes He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich.  

 

POINTS TO PONDER:  

1. “A Savior Has Been Born.” Has the birth that changed history changed your life? How are you showing 

Christ’s grace to others? The message of Christmas should be with us all year round - “Unto you is born this 

day…a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”  Are you following the shepherd’s example of worship and witness 

(v. 15-20)? 

 

2. “Mary Treasured Up All These Things and Pondered Them in Her Heart.” I love Mary’s reaction to all this. 

She kept everything close to her heart and considered often what it all meant. Do we wonder at God’s gift of 

His Son? Do we keep Him close to our hearts and let His presence guide our thoughts and lives? 

 
 

1
 While we do not have enough information to exactly date the birth of Jesus, we do know that our current calendar is at least 4 years 

off since the date for King Herod’s death is 4 B.C. This is the Herod who spoke to the wise men and ordered the slaughter of the 

babies in Bethlehem (Matthew 2).  

 


